
Youth 4 Entrepreneurship Gozo ‘Digital Solutions for a Smarter Island’ 

Date:  Friday   6 November 2026 

Venue:  Kempinski Hotel, San Lawrenz   

Time:  19:00 hrs 

 

The Gozo Business Chamber, in collaboration with Aġenzija Żgħażagħ, the Malta Digital 

Innovation Authority, the Gozo Regional Development Authority, Bank of Valletta, JA Malta 

Foundation, Malta Enterprise, JobsPlus, Europe Direct Gozo, and the Ministry for the 

Economy, Technology, and Strategic Projects (as part of the SME Weeks) is proud to 

announce the eight edition of the ‘Youth4Entrepreneurship Gozo’ event. This event, which 

will form part of the events being organised during the SME Week, will take the form of a 

contest for potential young entrepreneurs who wish to share business ideas related to Gozo. 

The overall goal of this initiative is to instill confidence in young people enabling them to reach 

their full potential, and direct attention to the economic potential and challenges facing the 

island of Gozo, whilst encouraging young people to adopt an innovative approach to develop 

and share their business ideas based on Gozo’s needs and potential. 

 

Theme 

This year’s Youth4Entrepreneurship contest will focus on ‘Digital Innovation’.   

This year, the Gozo Business Chamber invites young people to explore solutions that address 

key challenges being faced by the island of Gozo. This year’s edition is emphasising the 

integration of digital innovation in searching for solutions for the island of Gozo in three distinct 

areas: (a) accessibility; (b) ageing population; and (c) youth participation.   

 

• Accessibility 

The issue 

Gozo faces persistent accessibility challenges, both in terms of physical connectivity to 

and from the island, as well as access to essential services within the island itself. These 

limitations can affect residents, businesses, and visitors to the islands. As a result, 

accessibility constraints may limit economic participation, social inclusion, and overall 

quality of life. 

The task 

Participants will work on this issue by proposing a digital-based business idea that creates 

new or improved ways to enhance accessibility to and within Gozo. Using digital tools as 

a core element, participants will propose solutions that improve access to transport, 

services, information, or infrastructure, making Gozo more connected, inclusive, and 

efficient. 

 

 

 

 



• Ageing Population 

The issue 

Gozo has an ageing population, with an increasing proportion of elderly residents who may 

face challenges related to healthcare access, mobility, social isolation, and independent 

living. These challenges can place pressure on families, communities, and public services, 

while also affecting the well-being and quality of life of older persons. 

The task 

Participants will work on this issue by proposing a digital-based business idea that 

supports active, healthy, and independent ageing. Using digital tools as a core element, 

participants will develop solutions that address the needs of older persons while also 

supporting caregivers, families, and service providers. 

 

• Youth Participation 

The issue: 

Young people in Gozo lack effective digital ways to share their views, contribute ideas, 

and take part in civic and community decision-making. As a result, youth perspectives are 

often not fully heard or reflected in local initiatives, policies, and services that directly affect 

their lives. 

The task: 

Participants will work on this issue by designing a digital-based business idea that creates 

new or improved ways for young people to engage with their community and influence 

local decisions. Using digital tools as a core element, participants will develop solutions 

that strengthen youth voice, participation, and collaboration at a local level. 

 

Ideas may include digital platforms, services, or tools that respond to real community needs 

and should also consider ethical and realistic ways to generate income, such as 

partnerships, subscriptions, or commissioned services. The goal is to develop solutions that 

are socially impactful, financially sustainable, and relevant to life in Gozo. 

Beyond the competition itself, the initiative aims to foster a culture of digital innovation in Gozo, 

inspiring a new generation of entrepreneurs to integrate digital innovation into their ventures. 

By encouraging partnerships between youth, businesses, policymakers, and technology 

experts, the competition is encouraging young entrepreneurs both from Malta and Gozo to 

think about ideas that would make Gozo a better place to live in, through better services being 

offered both from a business and community perspective.   

Always remember that all the ideas must make business sense even if the profits and any 

form of income, is going to be used, to finance for example the actions of a non-governmental 

organisation. 

So think of this pitch as the best way how to present your idea to potential investors/donors, 

thinking also how can this be financed, even if this is for the public interest.  Here you can find 

useful links related to the 2020,2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 editions: link1; link 2; link 3; link 

4; link 5; link 6; link 7; link 8. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEnzgZV1rrQ&t=36s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSeevlBfzQg&t=339s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1YVsp2zCPY&t=2503s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWmyk3JVTFQ&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWmyk3JVTFQ&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClrFLZWEUyY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9FyeRTL0Hs&t=1780s
https://youtu.be/mspAtFDxkdc
https://youtu.be/EltX-GYjG9w?si=L7-ZAVQURWOKmY7E


The best idea will be selected on the following criteria: 

• Applicability to the Gozitan context. This means that any idea that is submitted must 

be related to Gozo. 

• Financial Sustainability 

• Innovative and Sustainable Approach. 

• Ability to solve a potential problem or to cater for a specific need. 

• Quality of the Pitch 

 

Who is eligible to apply? 

This contest is aimed at young people between the age of 16 and 35.  Applicants should be 

at least 16 years of age, and not more than 35 years of age, at the time of submission. 

Applicants should be residents in the Maltese islands, but they may not necessarily be from 

Gozo. The idea, however, must be strictly related to Gozo. A group of persons may team 

together to present their ideas. In this case it must be clearly indicated in the application form. 

Persons or groups who have participated in past editions, or who have won past editions of 

the Youth4Entrepreneurship, may again participate in the contest. 

Kindly note that due to the limitations of the event if there are more than four applicants, 

there will be a pre-selection phase, where one-to-one interviews will be held between 

the 8th and the 16th October, so that four applicants will be selected to pitch their idea 

on the 6th November.  

 

Youth Work sessions – Time Line 

Aġenzija Żgħażagħ will be conducting youth work sessions for potential applicants in 

collaboration also with the other collaborating entities.  The session will be conducted in hybrid 

format.  The timeline will be as follows: 

Friday 11 September 
2026: 16:00 – 18:00  

Session1: Contest Overview, Creativity and Idea Development 
 
Location: Aġenzija Żgħażagħ Għajnsielem 

Saturday 19 September 
2026: 09:00 –11:00 

Session 2: Digital Innovation 
 
Location: Aġenzija Żgħażagħ Għajnsielem 

Friday 25 September 
2026: 16:00 – 17:30  

Session 3: Entrepreneurship, Business Models and Funding 
Opportunities 
 
Location: Aġenzija Żgħażagħ Għajnsielem 

Friday 2 October 2026 
 

Deadline for Submission of Proposal 

8 - 16 October 2026 Selection interviews (if required) 

19 October – 4 
November 2026 

MDIA mentoring (up to 5 hours per participant/team). 

Friday 30 October 
2026: 16:00 – 18:00 

Session 4 – Pitching & Public Speaking 
   
Location: Aġenzija Żgħażagħ Għajnsielem 

Friday 6 November 
2026: 19:00hrs 

Y4E Final Contest Event  
 
Location: Kempinski Hotel San Lawrenz 

 



 

How to apply for the Training Sessions and the Contest 

Potential young entrepreneurs can also apply through this link to attend for the training 

sessions organised by Aġenzija Żgħażagħ. Applicants who wish to participate without 

attending the sessions can also submit their ideas through this link by  not later than Friday 

2nd October 2026.  The selected participants will be able to present their business idea during 

an event to be held on Friday 6th November 2026 at 19:00 hrs at the Kempinski Hotel in 

San Lawrenz. 

All entries will be acknowledged. Applicants will also be informed whether their entry is eligible 

or not. If an applicant or an idea is not eligible, applicants may still be able to re-submit a new 

application.  

 

Proposal Guidelines 

The proposed idea is to be uploaded (in PDF format) on this link. 

 

Length of proposal – not more than 500 words. 

 

Presentation of Proposal on the 6th November 2026 

A powerpoint projector, laptop and screen will be available to the participants during the event.   

During this session, young people or groups will have the opportunity to pitch their business 

ideas during a ten-minute, ten-slide live pitch, in front of a panel of business experts.  

The presentation should focus on these main aspects: 

• Background / Scope 

• Presentation of the actual idea, and how this will be implemented 

• Potential Budget / Funding / Source of Financing 

• Difficulties that can be encountered in the implementation of this idea 

The experts will also have the possibility to ask questions after the presentation. During the 

6th November event all the participants will be awarded a certificate of participation.  

The proceedings during the event will be in English. This means that the pitch during 

the event must also be conducted in English. 

 

Winning proposal 

The winner will be announced on Monday 16th November 2026 through an official notification 

on the Gozo Business Chamber’s website and facebook page. All the participants will also be 

informed accordingly.  

The prizes for the ideas presented will be as follows: 

• 1st Prize: 500 euro 

• 2nd Prize: 200 euro 

• 3rd Prize: 100 euro 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/w1Kur4Zu86
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnm0D5gFW_JXP0JvOA3Lahk7sdWEAD5RNX5M3kVIlVn6mwdw/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnm0D5gFW_JXP0JvOA3Lahk7sdWEAD5RNX5M3kVIlVn6mwdw/viewform?usp=publish-editor


The four shortlisted projects that will pitch their idea on the 6th November will also be provided 
with 5 hours of mentorship. This will be carried out by DiHubMT SMEs and staff. 
 

 

Further Information 

If you require further information kindly contact us on info@gozobusinesschamber.org  

For information about the youth work sessions please contact: jennifer.cauchi@gov.mt 

 

mailto:info@gozobusinesschamber.org
mailto:jennifer.cauchi@gov.mt

