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Press Release: The Gozo Business Chamber holds its Annual General Meeting

The Gozo Business Chamber (GBC) held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Thursday,
26th February 2026, at the Auditorium of the Queen Mary University of London Malta Campus,
Victoria, Gozo.

Opening the meeting, GBC CEO Daniel Borg emphasised that the Gozo Business Chamber
is not an entity that operates in isolation, but one that has developed within the Gozitan
community. Over the years, he noted, the Chamber has continuously evolved in order to adapt
to changing economic, social and global realities.

“The Gozitan community is changing, businesses are changing, and the world around us is
changing. The challenges of today are not the challenges of yesterday,” he stated. Within this
context, the AGM serves as an important moment of reflection and forward vision - a time to
review the work carried out over the past year and to set clear priorities for the future. He
reiterated that the Chamber is not merely a business association, but an institution embedded
within the socio-economic fabric of Gozo, which must remain relevant and responsive to the
needs of the island.

During the AGM, the financial and administrative reports of the Chamber were presented.

A key highlight of this year’'s AGM were the keynote interventions by Mario Borg, Permanent
Secretary within the Ministry for Gozo and Planning, and lvan Falzon, Chief Executive Officer
of the Gozo Regional Development Authority.

The meeting also featured an address by Hon. Chris Said, Parliamentary Spokesperson for
Gozo for the Opposition.

In his closing address, GBC President Michael Galea outlined a clear and forward-looking
vision for Gozo’s development, centred on connectivity, diversification, sustainability and
stronger regional governance.
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He described connectivity between Gozo and Malta as the island’s economic and social
lifeline, reiterating the Chamber’s consistent position in favour of permanent connectivity, while
stressing that such a project must be accompanied by sound planning, environmental
safeguards, strong governance and public trust.

“The question is not whether Gozo should strengthen its connectivity, but how we prepare the
island for sustainable growth. Connectivity must go hand in hand with intelligent planning,
environmental protection and strong governance,” President Galea stated.

President Galea further emphasised the need for sustained investment in strategic
infrastructure and essential services, describing such investment as fundamental to quality of
life, economic competitiveness and long-term resilience.

Economic diversification was identified as a priority for Gozo’s future. While tourism and
construction remain important pillars, he stressed the need to broaden the island’s economic
base through digitalisation, knowledge-based sectors and innovation-driven activity, while
continuing to support small and family businesses that form the backbone of the Gozitan
economy.

Referring to youth, President Galea highlighted the importance of the Youth4Entrepreneurship
initiative, now in its seventh edition, as a concrete example of how the Chamber is actively
contributing towards building an ecosystem that empowers young Gozitans to innovate, create
and contribute to the island’s future economy.

Concluding, President Galea reaffirmed the Chamber’s commitment to building a resilient,
competitive and sustainable economic future for Gozo through collaboration at local, national
and international level.
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Stgarrija ghall-Istampa: ll-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex torganizza I-
Laggha Generali Annwali

l-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex (GBC) organizzat il-Laqgha Generali Annwali (AGM)
taghha nhar il-Famis, 26 ta’ Frar 2026, fl-Awditorju tal-Queen Mary University of London Malta
Campus, Victoria, Ghawdex.

Fid-diskors tal-ftuh, il-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-GBC Daniel Borg enfasizza li I-Kamra tan-Negozju
ghal Ghawdex m’hijiex entita li topera f'izolament, izda wahda li zviluppat fi hdan il-komunita
Ghawdxija. Matul is-snin, huwa spjega, il-Kamra kompliet tevolvi sabiex tadatta ghal realtajiet
ekonomici, socjali u globali li dejjem jinbidlu.

“ll-komunita Ghawdxija ged tinbidel, in-negozji ged jinbidlu, u d-dinja ta’ madwarna ged
tinbidel. L-isfidi tal-lum mhumiex I-isfidi ta’ Ibierah,” stqarr. F'dan il-kuntest, I-AGM iservi bhala
mument importanti ta’ riflessjoni u vizjoni ’'| quddiem - Zmien biex tigi riveduta I-hidma li saret
matul is-sena li ghaddiet u biex jigu stabbiliti prijoritajiet ¢ari ghall-futur. Huwa rega’ sahaq li |-
Kamra mhijiex semplicement assoc¢jazzjoni tan-negozji, izda istituzzjoni integrata fit-tessut
socjo-ekonomiku ta’ Ghawdex, li trid tibga’ rilevanti ghall-htigijiet tal-gzira.

Matul I-AGM gew ipprezentati r-rapporti finanzjarji u amministrattivi tal-Kamra.

Matul I-AGM kien hemm ukoll il-kontribut ta’ Mario Borg, Segretarju Permanenti fi hdan il-
Ministeru ghal Ghawdex u I-Ippjanar, u lvan Falzon, Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita’ ghall-1zvilupp
Regjonali ta’ Ghawdex.

Il-laggha kienet tinkludi wkoll diskors mill-Onorevoli Chris Said, kelliem tal-Oppozizzjoni ghal
Ghawdex.

Fid-diskors tal-gheluq tieghu, il-President tal-GBC Michael Galea pprezenta vizjoni ¢ara ghal
Ghawdex, mibnija fuq il-konnettivita, id-diversifikazzjoni, is-sostenibbilta u regjonalita aktar
b’sahhitha.
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Huwa ddeskriva I-konnettivita bejn Ghawdex u Malta bhala I-lifeline ekonomiku u socjali tal-
gzira, u rega’ afferma I-pozizzjoni tal-Kamra favur konnettivita permanenti, filwaqt li sahaq li
progett ta’ din il-portata jrid ikun akkumpanjat minn ippjanar sod, salvagwardji ambjentali,
governanza b’sahhitha u fiducja pubblika.

“ll-mistogsija mhijiex jekk Ghawdex ghandux isahhah il-konnettivitd tieghu, izda kif
nippreparaw lill-gzira ghal tkabbir sostenibbli. ll-konnettivita trid timxi id fid ma’ ippjanar
intelligenti, protezzjoni ambjentali u governanza soda,” stqarr il-President Galea.

Il-President Galea kompla jenfasizza |-htiega ghal investiment kontinwu finfrastruttura
strategika u servizzi essenzjali, u ddeskriva dan I-investiment bhala fundamentali ghall-kwalita
tal-hajja, il-kompetittivita ekonomika, u r-reziljenza tal-gzira.

Id-diversifikazzjoni ekonomika giet identifikata bhala prijorita ghall-futur ta’ Ghawdex. Filwaqt
li t-turizmu u I-kostruzzjoni jibqghu pilastri importanti, huwa sahaq fuq il-htiega li I-bazi
ekonomika tal-gzira titwessa’ permezz tad-digitalizzazzjoni, setturi bbazati fuq I-gharfien u
attivitajiet immexxija mill-innovazzjoni, filwaqt li jibga’ jinghata appogg lin-negozji zghar u tal-
familja li jiffurmaw is-sinsla tal-ekonomija Ghawdxija.

Fir-rigward taz-zghazagh, il-President Galea enfasizza I-importanza tal-inizjattiva
Youth4Entrepreneurship, issa fis-seba’ edizzjoni taghha, bhala ezempju konkret ta’ kif il-
Kamra ged tikkontribwixxi attivament biex tinbena ekosistema li tghin liz-zghazagh Ghawdxin
ikunu huma Il-ixprun tal-innovazzjoni u jikkontribwixxu ghall-ekonomija Ghawdxija.

Bhala konkluzjoni, il-President Galea afferma mill-gdid I-impenn tal-Kamra li tkompli tibni futur
ekonomiku reziljenti, kompetittiv u sostenibbli ghal Ghawdex permezz ta’ kollaborazzjoni fuq
livell lokali, nazzjonali u internazzjonali.
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