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 PR GBC 02/2026 

 

Date: 24th January 2026 

Press Release: Accessibility at the Core of Gozo’s Future 

The past few days have continued to show how accessibility remains at the core of Gozo’s 
present and future.  To this end the Chamber would like to acknowledge and show its 
appreciation for the work of Gozo Channel workers, police, civil protection, medics, and other 
public officers who despite the adverse weather conditions ensured the provision of 
emergency services, and the safety of all concerned. 
 
This week also marked the launch of the Task Force that will focus on the accessibility of 
Mġarr Harbour and on Gozo’s accessibility in general.  The Chamber is part of this Task Force 
and will provide its contribution within this body, which it believes is an important milestone 
and a tool for the implementation of important actions which should ensure that the criticalities 
of Mġarr harbour are addressed, and the necessary infrastructural works are undertaken to 
complement the planned expansion of the Gozo Channel fleet. 
 
Nonetheless the adverse weather conditions have also shown Gozo’s dependency on one 
mode of transport which has seen Gozo cut out completely from the rest of the world.  People 
were stranded, and flights and appointments were missed because our sole mode of transport 
between the two islands could not operate.  The Chamber thus calls for the discussion of the 
permanent link between the two islands to be reconsidered.  The Chamber was the main 
promoter of the project ensuring its inclusion in the country ‘s policy agenda.  The same Gozo 
Regional Development Strategy, issued in 2023, highlighted the need to reexamine this 
project.   
 
The Chamber would like to note that one project does not exclude another.  In fact, the planned 
expansion of the Gozo Channel fleet and the permanent link project would complement each 
other, strengthening the island’s resilience.  Positive steps had been taken in the past, and a 
lot of work had already been undertaken.  To this end the Chamber believes that the subject 
merits a serious and transparent discussion, one that would ultimately ensure a more resilient 
Gozo. 
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Data: 24 ta’ Jannar 2026 

Stqarrija għall-Istampa: L- Aċċessibilta’ fil-Futur ta’ Għawdex 

Dawn l-aħħar ġranet urew kemm l-aċċessibilta’ tibqa’ fiċ-ċentru tal-preżent u l-futur ta’ 
Għawdex.  Għal dan il-għan il-Kamra tixtieq turi l-apprezzament tagħha għall-operat tal-
ħaddiema tal-Gozo Channel, protezzjoni ċivili, pulizija, staff mediku, u uffiċċjali pubbliċi oħrajn 
li minkejja l-kundizzjonijiet avversi tat-temp komplew bil-ħidma  tagħhom biex jassiguraw li 
servizzi ta’ emerġenza jibqgħu jiġu offruti, filwaqt li ħarsu s-sigurta’ ta’ kulħadd. 
 
Din il-ġimgħa rat ukoll it-tnedija tat-Task Force li se tkun qed tiffoka fuq l-aċċessibilta’ tal-Port 
tal-Imġarr u fuq l-aċċessibilta’ ta’ Għawdex in ġenerali.  Il-Kamra hija parti minn din it-Task 
Force u se tagħti l-kontribut tagħha kif meħtieġ.  Dan l-organu huwa pass importanti biex jiġu 
implimentati azzjonijiet importanti li għandhom jindirizzaw il-fatturi kritiċi tal-port tal-iMġarr, u 
biex jiżgura li x-xogħlijiet infrastrutturali meħtieġa biex jikkumplimentaw l-espansjoni ppjanata 
fil-flotta tal-Gozo Channel, isiru. 
 
Madanakollu il-kundizzjonijiet avversi tat-temp urew ukoll id-dipendenza ta’ Għawdex fuq 
mezz ta’ trasport wieħed li ra lil Għawdex maqtugħ kompletament mill-bqija tad-dinja.  Persuni 
sabu ruħhom imblukkati f’Malta jew f’Għawdex, u intiflu titjiriet u appuntamenti, minħabba li l-
uniku mezz ta’ trasport li fuqu niddependu ma setax jopera.  Il-Kamra għalhekk issejjaħ biex 
id-diskussjoni fuq il-permanent link terġa’ tiġi kkunsidrata.  Il-Kamra kienet il-promotur ewlieni 
ta’ dan il-proġett u assigurat biex dan jiġi inkluż fl-aġenda politika tal-pajjiż.  L-istess Strateġija 
għall-Iżvilupp Reġjonali ta’ Għawdex, maħruġa fl-2023, kienet uriet il-ħtieġa li dan il-proġett 
jerġa’ jiġi kkunsidrat. 
 
Il-Kamra tinnota li proġett ma jeskludix lill-ieħor.  L-espansjoni ppjanata fil-flotta tal-Gozo 
Channel, u l-proġett tal-permanent link ikunu jikkumplimentaw lil xulxin għax flimkien ikunu 
qed isaħħu r-reżiljenza tal-gżira.  Fis-snin reċenti l-ippjanar għal dan il-proġett kien mexa sew, 
u kien sar ħafna xogħol f’dan ir-rigward.  Il-Kamra għalhekk temmen li dan is-suġġett jistħoqqlu 
diskussjoni serja u trasparenti, diskussjoni li għandha twassal biex ikollna Għawdex iktar 
reżiljenti. 
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