GBC

THE GOZO BUSINESS CHAMBER

The Brokerage, Level 4A, St Marta Street, Victoria VCT 2551, Gozo, Malta
Tel: (+365) 21550305
E-mail: info@gozobusinesschamber.org
Website: www.gozobusinesschamber.org

PR GBC11/2025

Date: 27" October 2025

Press Release: The Gozo Business Chamber’s reactions to the Budget

The Gozo Business Chamber notes with satisfaction that this year’s Budget is a socially
oriented one, but which also continues to incentivise businesses to move forward. The
Chamber believes that social measures, such as income tax brackets that ease the burden on
families, are welcome initiatives that support a better quality of life. A strong economy must go
hand in hand with the well-being of society.

The Chamber also notes the measured approach being taken by the Government regarding
the private sector’s contribution to occupational pensions, as well as maternity, paternity, and
parental leave. The Chamber believes that this approach fosters a comprehensive discussion,
where decisions on how to introduce new measures are made without placing excessive
burdens on the private sector or increasing disparities with the public sector.

The Start-Up Framework

e The Gozo Business Chamber welcomes the emphasis on start-ups, particularly in high
value-added sectors. However, the Chamber calls for a clear commitment to ensure that
this start-up framework is also implemented in Gozo, particularly in fields such as med-
tech, clean tech, and green tech. Gozo needs a fully developed start-up ecosystem,
centred around the Gozo Innovation Hub, which is currently not being utilised to its full
potential. Given Gozo’s current lack of economic diversification, this is an essential step
to establish value-added niches on the island.

e The Chamber also welcomes the Government’s commitment to make the opening of a
bank account a legal right. This is a significant development, considering past cases where
companies - especially those which were foreign-owned - faced major difficulties in
opening bank accounts.

e The legal amendments being proposed to allow young people aged 16 to 18 to become
entrepreneurs in a regulated manner are also an important step forward.

Family Businesses and the Self-Employed

e The Chamber also welcomes the extension of succession benefit schemes for family
businesses.

e The Chamber notes that self-employed individuals will now also be entitled to
Bereavement Leave and Miscarriage Leave. This is an important step toward greater
equity in a sector that is crucial for Malta’s economy.
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Micro Invest

e The new Micro Invest mechanism, which will offer support of up to 80% (max €960/year)
for employees who have worked for more than four years with the same company in Gozo,
is another positive step for Gozitan businesses. The same applies for the new thresholds
for Gozitan businesses which will now cover a maximum expenditure of up to € 85,000.

Tourism

e As tourism continues to grow, the increase in the eco-contribution from €0.50 to €1.50 per
night is an important measure to help strengthen infrastructure in the tourism sector.
However, the Chamber believes that the funds generated in Gozo should be ring-fenced,
so they are spent on tourism-related projects on the island itself.

Health Sector

e« The Chamber positively notes the investment in equipment and care at the Gozo General
Hospital, and the Government’'s clear commitment to the implementation of the Health
Care Campus Masterplan. The Chamber reiterates that a new hospital is essential both
for the Gozitan community and for the Queen Mary Malta University Campus in Gozo.

Public Transport

e The Chamber welcomes the measure that will see Gozo’s entire bus fleet electrified by
2026. It believes this should be accompanied by a more frequent and better-structured
service that reaches more localities across Gozo in a strategic manner.

Transport and Maritime Infrastructure in Gozo

¢ The Chamber welcomes the planned extension of the fast ferry service to include Ta’ Xbiex
and Bugibba. However, it also calls for a long-term strategic plan for Mgarr Harbour and
the development of a second port in Gozo.

e In this regard, the Chamber welcomes the establishment of a task force to analyse how
Mgarr Harbour can be better utilised. The Chamber also notes the clear commitment for
investment in both Cirkewwa and M@arr terminals.

e The Chamber maintains that no meaningful improvements can occur without strong
infrastructural and strategic investment in the Port of Mgarr, which has become too small
for the island’s needs. Therefore, the land reclamation being considered for the Freeport
area in Malta should also be considered for Gozo.

e The Chamber also welcomes the investment plan for roads in Gozo and the commitment
to initiate works on the rural airfield. The Chamber believes that this project has significant
potential to create new economic niches on the island.
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e The Victoria Park in Rabat, is also a much-needed project which needs significant
attention. Adequate parking in Rabat has been a longstanding concern which needs to be
addressed.

Education

e The Chamber welcomes the measure to provide a €280 monthly allowance to Gozitan
students pursuing post-secondary or tertiary education in Malta, as a continued incentive
to support their educational journey

The Chamber believes that while this Budget will undoubtedly have a strong positive economic
and social impact, Gozo must now move toward regional structures that can determine
spending priorities and strategic projects independently. Economically, there must be an
active effort to establish value-added niches in Gozo, to ensure that the level of development
that is being spurred at a national level also takes place in Gozo.

PR GBC11/2025

Data: 27 ta’ Ottubru 2025

Stqarrija ghall-Istampa: Ir-reazzjonijiet tal-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex
ghall-Bagit

lI-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex tinnota b’sodisfazzjon li b’mod komprensiv dan il-bagit
huwa wiehed socjali imma li jkompli jincentiva n-negozji biex jimxu ‘il quddiem. Il-Kamra
temmen |i mizuri soc¢jali bhal faxex ta’ taxxa li jagevolaw il-familji huma mizuri tajbin li jghinu
lill-familji biex ikollhom hajja ahjar. Ekonomija b’sahhitha timxi id fid ma’ so¢jeta b’sahhitha.

[I-Kamra tinnota wkoll il-pass meqjus li I-Gvern ged jiehu fejn jidhol il-kontribut tas-settur privat
ghall-pensjonjijiet okkupazzjonali, u I-maternity, paternity, u parental leave. Il-Kamra temmen
li dan I-approc¢¢ jghin biex ikun hemm diskussjoni shiha, li filwaqt li jigu decizi kif jiddahhlu ¢ertu
mizuri, ma jkunx hemm piz zejjed fuq is-settur privat, u ma jikbrux id-diskrepanzi mas-settur
pubbliku.

lI-Qafas tal-Istart-Ups

e |I-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal-Ghawdex tinnota b’sodisfazzjon l-enfasi fuq I-istart-ups
specjalment f'setturi ta’valur mizjud gholi. Madanakollu I-Kamra tixtieq tara impenn car
biex dan il-qafas ta’ start-ups jigi stabbiliti ukoll fGhawdex b’setturi bhat-teknologija
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medika, il-clean u I-green tech. Jehtieg li fGhawdex ikollna start-up eco-system li tkun
iddur mal-hidma tal-Gozo Innovation Hub, li bhalissa ma hux ged jintuza fil-potenzjal kollu
tieghu. L-ekonomija ta’ Ghawdex ghadha mhix diversifikata u dan hu pass essenzjali biex
Ghawdex jibda jmidd I-ewwel passi li jkollu ni¢ec¢ ta’ valur mizjud fGhawdex stess.
Il-Kamra tinnota wkoll b’'mod pozittiv il-commitment minn naha tal-Gvern biex il-ftuh tal-
kont bankarju isir ukoll dritt legali. Dan hu zvilupp importanti minhabba li fil-passat kien
hemm diversi istanzi fejn kumpaniji, spec¢jalment barranin, sabu diffikultajiet kbar biex
jifthu kont bankarju.

L-impenn biex jiddahhlu emendi legali sabiex zghazagh bejn 16 u 18-il sena jinghataw ¢-
¢ans li jsiru intraprendituri b’mod regolat huwa wkoll pass importanti.

Negozji tal-Familja u Self-Employed

Il-Kamra tinnota wkoll b’sodisfazzjon |-estensjoni ta’ skemi ta’ benefi¢éji ghas-suécessjoni
ta’ negozji tal-familja.

Il-Kamra tixiteq tirrimarka li |-fatt li persuni self-employed se jkunu wkoll intitolati ghall-
Bereavement Leave u Miscarriage Leave huwa pass importanti biex tinholoq iktar ekwita
f'dan is-settur li hu tant ne¢essarju ghall-ekonomija Maltija.

Micro Invest

ll-mekkanizmu gdid tal-Micro Invest li bih haddiema li ilhom iktar min erba’ snin mal-istess
kumpanija fGhawdex se jkun ged jigu appogdgjati sa massimu ta’ 80% ghal massimu ta’
Ewro 960 fis-sena, huwa wkoll pass pozittiv ghan-negozji Ghawdxin. Dan japplika wkoll
ghat-thresholds il-godda li se jaraw intraprizi Ghawdxin jibbenefikaw sa massimu ta’
€ 85,000 tal-ispejjez taghhom permezz ta’ din I-iskema.

Turizmu

Hekk kif it-turizmu qed ikompli dejjem jizdied iz-zieda minn Ewro 0.50 ghall-Ewro 1.50 fis-
sena huwa pass importanti li jghin biex tissahhah I-infrastruttura fis-settur turistiku.
Madanakollu I-Kamra temmen li dawk il-flus li jigu ggenerati fGhawdex ghandhom ikunu
‘ring-fenced’ b’tali mod li jintefqu f Ghawdex stess.

II-Qasam tas-Sahha

BOV

Bank of Valletta

ll-Kamra tinnota b’mod pozittiv I-investiment li sar fil-makkinarju u |-kura fl-Isptar Generali
ta’ Ghawdex u I-commitment car ghall-implimentazzjoni tal-‘Health Care Campus
Masterplan’ fGhawdex. II-Kamra tkompli ssostni li sptar §did huwa essenzjali kemm ghall-
komunita Ghawdxija u kif ukoll ghall-Queen Mary Malta University Campus fGhawdex.
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Trasport Pubbliku

¢ lI-Kamra tinnota b’sodisfazzjoni I-mizura li Ghawdex ikollu flotta kollha tal-karozza tal-linja
elettrifikata sal-2026. Il-Kamra temmen li dan ghandu jkun akkumpanjat ma’ servizz iktar
frekwenti, u li jilhaq iktar lokalitajiet f Ghawdex b’mod iktar strutturat u strategiku.

It-Trasport u L-Infrastruttura Marittima f Ghawdex

o lI-Kamra tinnota wkoll b’sodisfazzjon il-commitment li jizdied s-servizz tal-fast ferry biex
jinkludi wkoll Ta’ Sliema u Bugibba. Madanakollu I-Kamra ssejjah ghall-pjan strategiku u
fit-tul ghall-Port tal-Imgarr u port iehor fGhawdex. F’dan il-kuntest il-Kamra tilga’
b’sodisfazzjon it-twaqqif ta’ task force li I-ghan taghha huwa li jigi analizzat kif il-Port tal-
Imgarr jista’ jintuza b’mod iktar effikac¢i. ll-Kamra tinnota wkoll l-impenn li jkun hemm
ivestiment fit-terminals taé-Cirkewwa u l-iMgarr. [l-Kamra temmen |i ma jistax jkun hemm
titjib jekk ma jkunx hemm investiment infrastrutturali u strategiku gawwi fil-Port tal-Imgarr
li sar zghir wisq ghall-htigijiet tal-gzira Ghawdxija. U ghalhekk ir-riklamazzjoni tal-art li
bhalissa ged titgies biss ghaz-zona tal-Freeport ghandha tigi kkunsidrata ghal Ghawdex
ukoll.

o F’dan il-kuntest il-Kamra tilga’ wkoll b’sodisfazzjon il-pjan ta’ investiment fit-toroq
fGhawdex, u I-impenn li jinbeda x-xoghol fir-rural airfield. ll-Kamra temmen li I-potenzjal
ta’ din ir-rural airfield huwa wiehed qawwi biex jinholqu nice¢ ekonomici Jodda.

e Huwa mportanti wkoll li kif imsemmi fil-bagit ix-xoghol fuq il-Victoria Park fir-Rabat
jitkompla. ll-bzonn ta’ parkegg adegwat fir-Rabat huwa xi haga essenzjali li I-bzonn tieghu
ilu jinhass ghal numru ta’ snin.

Edukazzjoni

¢ |lI-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex temmen ukoll li 'allowance ta’ Euro 280 fix-xahar lill-
istudenti Ghawdxin li jattendu edukazzjoni post sekondarja jew terzjarja fMalta, ghandu
jkompli jin¢entiva lil dawn I-istudenti biex ikomplu I-istudji taghhom.

II-Kamra temmen li filwagqt li dan il-bagit zgur se jkollu impatt pozittiv ekonomiku u socjali tajjeb
hafna Ghawdex ghandu jimxi ghal strutturi regjonali li jiddec¢iedu huma I-prijoritajiet tal-infieq u
[-progetti strategic¢i mehtiega. Fis-settur ekonomiku ghandu jkun hemm hidma shiha biex
fGhawdex ikunu stabbiliti nice¢ ta’ valur mizjud biex b’hekk I-izvilupp li jsehh b’mod nazzjonali
jinhass ukoll fGhawdex.
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