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PR GBC09/2025 

 

Date: 29th August 2025 

Press Release: Budget 2026 – Driving Diversification, Empowering People 

The Gozo Business Chamber is today presenting its proposals for the 2026 Budget: Driving 
Diversification, Empowering People. These proposals reflect the Chamber’s commitment to 
promote a more resilient, competitive, and inclusive economy for Gozo, based on place-based 
evidence and stakeholder engagement. 
 
Based on the long-term vision of the Gozo Regional Development Strategy, and the latest 
Gozo Business Sentiment Survey results conducted jointly with the Gozo Regional 
Development Authority, the Chamber’s proposals highlight both the economic opportunities 
and structural bottlenecks that continue to define Gozo’s development trajectory. 
 
In this context, the Chamber is presenting the following strategic proposals: 
 
Targeted Proposals for Specific Sectors and Themes 
 
1. Accessibility and Connectivity 
 

• Expand Mġarr Harbour infrastructure through land reclamation, integrated with future 
electrification needs. 

• Upgrade Gozo Channel operations by implementing maintenance planning, 
contingency measures, and scalable capacity. 

• Ensure transparent governance of priority passes with quarterly reporting and 
oversight by an independent board. 

• Expand the fast ferry service, particularly during peak periods and under-served time 
slots. 

• Upgrade Ċirkewwa terminal management through smart systems such as ANPR and 
digital queueing, aligned with the prevailing GDPR framework. 

 
2. Economic Diversification and Digitalisation 
 

• Transform the Gozo Innovation Hub into a dynamic Tech and Business Centre with 
modular workspaces and strategic partnerships (e.g. DIHub.mt, MDIA). 

• Launch a Digitalisation Incentive Scheme offering 40–60% cashback on SME digital 
investments (web, bookings, automation, etc.). 

• Introduce a Digital Audit Voucher Programme to assess and support digital readiness 
among Gozitan SMEs. 
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• Facilitate business internationalisation through specific support targeted toward the 
participation of Gozitan based enterprises in foreign trade fairs, and the establishment 
of a Valletta-based ‘Gozo Showcase’ networking space. 

• Create a Gozo Enterprise One-Stop Hub within the Gozo Innovation Hub co-locating 
Malta Enterprise, MBR, and MFSA to support Gozo-based applications. 

 
3. Human Capital and Workforce Development 
 

• Establish a Migrant Workforce Integration Unit in Gozo offering onboarding support, 
legal guidance, and language/cultural training. 

• Introduce sector-specific training at MCAST Gozo, including micro-credentials in AI, 
renewables, agri-tech, tourism-tech, and ICT. 

• Expand Youth4Entrepreneurship Gozo into a full-fledged support framework with 
mentoring, seed funding, and prototyping. 

 
4. Employee Wellbeing in Micro Enterprises 
 

• Introduce a Gozo Micro Enterprise Wellbeing Support Scheme with annual support up 
to €3,000. 

• Offer HR and wellbeing advisory sessions focused on small business realities. 

• Distribute a Work-Life Balance Toolkit with templates, practices, and local examples. 

• Launch awareness campaigns to promote wellbeing across Gozo’s business 
community. 

 
5. Real Estate and Heritage Preservation 
 

• Introduce fiscal incentives for long-term co-ownership transfers, enabling smoother 
internal transactions. 

• Prioritise such schemes for properties of cultural or heritage significance, encouraging 
stewardship and architectural continuity. 

 
These proposals are designed not only to address immediate operational issues but also to 
lay the groundwork for longer-term economic transformation. The Chamber continues to 
advocate for policy solutions that reflect Gozo’s specific regional, geographic, demographic, 
and infrastructural realities, while aligning with national and EU-level strategies such as 
Envision 2050, the Twin Transition, and the Union of Skills. 
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PR GBC09/2025 

 

Data: 29 ta’ Awwissu 2025 

Stqarrija għall-Istampa: Baġit 2026 – Nimmiraw għad-Diversifikazzjoni, u 

Nsaħħu l-Ħiliet u l-Għażliet tal-Komunita’ Għawdxija 

Il-Kamra tan-Negozju għal Għawdex illum qed tippreżenta l-proposti tagħha għall-Baġit 2026: 
Driving Diversification, Empowering People. Dawn il-proposti jirriflettu l-impenn tal-Kamra li 
tippromwovi ekonomija aktar reżiljenti, kompetittiva u inklussiva għal Għawdex, ibbażata fuq  
studji u rapport bħalma huma l-iStrateġija għall-Iżvilupp Reġjonali ta’ Għawdex, u l-Gozo 
Business Sentiment Survey.  Il-proposti tal-Kamra jindikaw kemm l-opportunitajiet ekonomiċi 
kif ukoll l-isfidi strutturali li qed ikompli jaffaċċja Għawdex.  F’dan il-kuntest, il-Kamra qed 
tippreżenta dawn il-proposti strateġiċi: 
 
Proposti Mmirati għal Setturi Partikolari, u Temi Speċifiċi 
 
1. Aċċessibbiltà u Konnettività 

 

• Titjib fl-infrastruttura tal-Port tal-Imġarr permezz ta’ riklamazzjoni tal-art, li għandha 
tintegra wkoll l-infrastruttura neċessarja għall-elettrifikazzjoni tal-flotta tal-Gozo 
Channel fil-futur. 

• Titjib fl-operat tal-Gozo Channel permezz ta’ pjanar ta’ manutenzjoni, miżuri ta’ 
kontinġenza, u tisħiħ tal-kapaċità li għandha tiżdied skont id-domanda. 

• Trasparenza fl-għoti tal-passes ta’ prijorità, b’rappurtaġġ trasparenti li għandu jsir kull 
erba’ xhur u superviżjoni minn bord indipendenti. 

• Espansjoni tas-servizz tal-fast ferry, speċjalment fi ħinijiet fejn id-domanda tkun waħda 
kbira u f’ħinijiet li bħalissa mhux servuti adegwatament. 

• Titjib fl-immaniġġjar tat-terminal taċ-Ċirkewwa permezz ta’ sistemi intelliġenti bħall-
ANPR u sistemi ta’ queueing diġitali, konformi mal-qafas regolatorju tal-GDPR. 

 
2. Diversifikazzjoni Ekonomika u Diġitalizzazzjoni 

 

• Il-Gozo Innovation Hub għandu jiġi mibdul f’Ċentru Dinamiku bi spazji modulari u 
partnerships strateġiċi (eż. DIHub.mt, MDIA). 

• Tnedija ta’ Skema ta’ Inċentivi għad-Diġitalizzazzjoni ta’ negozji Għawdxin b’cashback 
ta’ 40–60% fuq investimenti diġitali minn SMEs (websajts, bookings, awtomatizzazjoni, 
eċċ.). 

• Jiġi introdott Digital Audit Voucher Programme biex jgħin lill-SMEs Għawdxin fuq il-
bidla diġitali. 
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• Jiġu mgħejjuna n-negozji Għawdxin biex jespandu l-operat tagħhom barra minn Malta 
permezz ta’ appoġġ għall-parteċipazzjoni tagħhom f’fieri kummerċjali barra minn 
Malta, u l-ħolqien ta’ spazju għal networking fil-belt Valletta għan-negozji Għawdxin. 

• Ħolqien ta’ Gozo Enterprise One-Stop Hub fil-Gozo Innovation Hub fejn lMalta 
Enterprise, l-MBR u l-MFSA, joffru s-servizzi tagħhom lin-negozji Għawdxin taħt saqaf 
wieħed. 
 

3. Il-Kapital Uman u l-Iżvilupp tal-Ħaddiema Għawdxin 
 

• Twaqqif ta’ Migrant Workforce Integration Unit, li toffri sapport, gwida legali, u taħriġ fil-
lingwa u l-kultura. 

• Jiġi ntrodott taħriġ speċifiku fl-MCAST t’Għawdex f’setturi permezz ta’ micro-
credentials fl-AI, enerġija rinnovabbli, agri-tech, tourism-tech, u ICT. 

• Tespandi Youth4Entrepreneurship Gozo f’qafas sħiħ ta’ appoġġ b’mentoring, fondi 
inizjali u appoġġ għal prototipi li jistgħu jiġu żviluppati. 

 
4. Benesseri tal-Impjegati fi ħdan l-Intrapriżi Għawdxin 

 

• Tiġi ntrodotta skema ta’ sapport li permezz tagħha l-intrapriżi żgħar Għawdxin 
jingħataw €3,000 fis-sena biex jutilizzawha ħalli jgħinu l-impjegati tagħhom.  Din l-
għajnuna tkun tista’ tissarraf f’għajnuniet prattiċi bħal sessjonijiet ta’ counselling lill-
ħaddiema tagħhom. 

• Jiġu offruti sessjonijiet ta’ konsulenza dwar HR u benesseri immirati lejn ir-realtajiet ta’ 
negozji żgħar f’Għawdex. 

• JIġi ddistribwit Toolkit dwar il-Bilanċ bejn ix-Xogħol u l-Ħajja, b’eżempji lokali u prattiċi 
tajbin. 

• Jiġu mnedijin kampanji ta’ għarfien biex jippromwovu l-benesseri fil-komunità tan-
negozji Għawdxin. 

 
5. Proprjetà u Wirt Kulturali 
 

• Jiġu ntrodotti inċentivi fiskali għat-trasferimenti interni ta’ proprjetà bejn individwi li 
għandhom propjeta’ bejniethom, u li din ilha fil-pussess tagħhom għal tul ta’ żmien. 

• F’din l-iskema jiġu pprijoritizzati dawk il-binjiet li għandhom sinifikat storiku jew kulturali.  
Dan għandu jsir biex jiġi pprijoritizzat il-konservazzjoni ta’ dawn il-binjiet. 

 
Dawn il-proposti qed jiġu fformulati mhux biss biex jindirizzaw problemi immedjati speċjalment 
fejn tidħol l-aċċessibilta’, iżda għandhom l-għan li jistabbilixxu l-pedamenti għall-bidla 
ekonomika fit-tul li Għawdex tant jeħtieġ. Il-Kamra tkompli tappella għal soluzzjonijiet ta’ 
politika li jirriflettu r-realtajiet reġjonali, ġeografiċi, demografiċi u infrastrutturali ta’ Għawdex, 
filwaqt li jkunu allinjati ma’ strateġiji nazzjonali u Ewropej bħal Envision 2050, t-Twin Transition, 
u l-Union of Skills. 
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