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Press Release: The Current Situation on Accessibility to Gozo 

The Gozo Business Chamber (GBC) would like to note the grave situation currently happening 

at the ferry terminals in Mġarr and Ċirkewwa.  Though the situation at Mġarr and Ċirkewwa 

has already reached the limit, and much harm has been averted through extensive 

coordination, the docking of the MV Nikolaos during the past weeks (until 19th May) has shown 

once again Gozo’s vulnerability at its only access point in Mġarr, which is now very small 

compared to Gozo’s needs and its expanding economy. The delays that have been 

experienced in the past weeks have negatively impacted the community and its economy.   

The Government must understand that Gozo completely depends on Mġarr Harbour and the 

service being offered by Gozo Channel, and that this is the lifeline for both the economy and 

the community.  The serious lack of planning and forward thinking which have undermined 

both the infrastructure and the service, show once again that Gozo is not being given the 

attention it merits.  While we are seeing significant investment in the transport infrastructure in 

Malta, we are not seeing the same level of investment in Gozo.  The recent announcement 

with respect to a potential land reclamation project in Mġarr is a step in the right direction.  

However, Gozo deserves better.  It deserves serious strategic and forward thinking and to be 

given its due attention within the national context.  This applies also to the service being 

offered, where even with the MV Nikolaos in place, still needs serious rethinking and 

investment. 

The Chamber also feels that there is a serious lack of transparency in terms of the passes that 

are being handed to people to skip the queue. Transparent and consolidated criteria which 

are publicly available should be in place, with Gozo Channel providing information on the 

number of passes issued on a quarterly bases and the reasons why these are being issued.  

Passes should also be reviewed by an independent board at particular time intervals to ensure 

that these are not being abused or that these are not being used by other persons other than 

those to whom they have been issued. 
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The Chamber also believes that the car queueing area in Ċirkewwa should also be properly 

manned as there have also been several instances where queues were skipped by vehicles 

entering the Ċirkewwa queue. 

The Chamber would also like to point out to the situation of the fast ferry service.  With the 

rising number of day tourists visiting Gozo it is not the first time that Gozitan people have been 

left stranded to wait for another hour because the fast ferry was full.  Due to the success of 

the service, it is important to ensure that it continues to respond to the continuous changing 

exigencies of people travelling between the two islands. 
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Stqarrija għall-Istampa: Is-Sitwazzjoni Preżenti tal-Aċċessibilta’ lejn Għawdex 

Il-Kamra tan-Negozju għal Għawdex (GBC) tixtieq tesprimi t-tħassib serju tagħha rigward is-

sitwazzjoni preżenti fil-portijiet tal-iMġarr u ċ-Ċirkewwa. 

Għalkemm is-sitwazzjoni f’dawn iż-żewġ punti kritiċi laħqet il-limitu tagħha, u ħafna 

konsegwenzi negattivi ġew evitati tul il-snin permezz ta’ koordinazzjoni estensiva bejn l-

entitajiet konċernati, id-docking tal-MV Nikolaos f’dawn l-aħħar ġimgħat (sal-19 ta’ Mejju) reġa’ 

wera l-vulnerabbiltà li Għawdex għadu jiffaċċja b’rabta mal-uniku punt ta’ aċċess tiegħu - il-

Port ta’ Mġarr - li m’għadux ilaħħaq mal-ħtiġijiet tal-gżira u mal-ekonomija tagħha li qegħda 

kontinwament tikber. Id-dewmien konsiderevoli li kien hemm matul dawn il-ġimgħat kellu 

impatt negattiv fuq il-komunità u fuq l-attività ekonomika. 

Il-Gvern għandu jirrikonoxxi li Għawdex jiddependi totalment fuq il-Port ta’ Mġarr u fuq is-

servizz li jipprovdi il-Gozo Channel. Dan is-servizz huwa wieħed essenzjali u vitali, kemm 

għall-ekonomija kif ukoll għall-komunita Għawdxija. In-nuqqas ta’ ppjanar u ħsieb fit-tul li qed 

jaffetwaw kemm l-infrastruttura kif ukoll il-kwalità tas-servizz jagħtu sinjal ċar li Għawdex mhux 

qed jingħata l-prijorità li jistħoqqlu. Filwaqt li f’Malta qed naraw investimenti sinifikanti fl-

infrastruttura tat-trasport, il-Kamra mhux qed tara l-istess livell ta’ investiment f’Għawdex. 
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L-aħbar riċenti dwar il-possibbiltà ta’ proġett ta’ land reclamation fl-iMġarr hi pass fid-direzzjoni 

t-tajba. Madanakollu, Għawdex jistħoqqlu ħafna iktar. Hemm bżonn ta’ ħsieb strateġiku serju, 

ppjanar fit-tul, u attenzjoni konkreta fil-kuntest nazzjonali. Dan jgħodd ukoll għas-servizz tal-

vapuri, fejn anke bl-operat tal-MV Nikolaos, xorta hemm il-ħtieġa li jiġi rivedut il-mod ta’ kif qed 

joperaw il-vapuri u jkun hemm investiment adegwat. 

Il-Kamra tan-Negozju għal Għawdex tinsisti wkoll li hemm nuqqas serju ta’ trasparenza fir-

rigward tal-passes individwali li jingħataw biex tinqabeż il-kju. Għandhom jiġu stabbiliti kriterji 

ċari u trasparenti li jkunu aċċessibbli pubblikament. Il-Gozo Channel għandha tipprovdi wkoll 

informazzjoni regolari kull tliet xhur dwar in-numru ta’ dawn il-passes, u r-raġunijiet għala dawn 

ġew maħruġa. Barra minn hekk, dawn il-passes għandhom jiġu riveduti minn bord indipendenti 

f’intervalli regolari sabiex jiġi żgurat li mhumiex qed jiġu abbużati u li jintużaw biss mill-persuni 

li għalihom inħarġu. 

Il-Kamra temmen ukoll li ż-żona tal-kju tal-karozzi fiċ-Ċirkewwa għandha tiġi amministrata 

b’mod iktar effiċjenti, hekk kif kien hemm diversi istanzi ta’ vetturi li qabżu l-kju. 

Fl-aħħar nett, il-Kamra tixtieq tiġbed l-attenzjoni għas-servizz tal-fast ferry. Bin-numru dejjem 

jikber ta’ turisti li jqattgħu ġurnata f’Għawdex, mhux l-ewwel darba li residenti Għawdxin 

spiċċaw ma sabux post u kellhom jistennew għal siegħa oħra biex jaqbdu l-vapur, minħabba 

li dan kien diġà mimli. Minħabba s-suċċess ta’ dan is-servizz, huwa kruċjali li jibqa’ jiġi aġġornat 

u mtejjeb biex ilaħħaq mal-ħtiġijiet dejjem jinbidlu tal-gżira Għawdxija. 
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