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Press Release: The Gozo Business Chamber holds its Annual General Meeting

The Gozo Business Chamber (GBC) held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Thursday,
20th February 2025, at the Queen Mary University of London Malta Campus, in Victoria, Gozo.

The meeting opened with an introduction by GBC CEO Daniel Borg, who addressed key
themes including regional autonomy, national governance, the Chamber’s 25-year history,
and its work over the past year. He emphasized the Chamber’s leading role in advocating for
stronger regional governance. While maintaining its focus on regional autonomy—recognizing
that enhanced regional governance strengthens Gozo’s voice at the national level—he also
underscored the importance of a transparent, fair, and equitable national governance
framework. This, he noted, is especially critical in an increasingly complex international
environment that also impacts Gozitan enterprises.

The financial and administrative report of the Gozo Business Chamber were also presented
during the AGM.

A key highlight of the AGM was a presentation by Noel Formosa titled ‘Gozo’s Regionality:
Gozitans’ Perspectives and Opportunities’, which explored the importance of regional
autonomy for Gozo. The event also featured addresses by Hon. Dr. Alex Borg, Parliamentary
Spokesman for Gozo for the Opposition, and Hon. Perit Clint Camilleri, Minister for Gozo and
Planning.

GBC President Michael Galea delivered the closing speech. He provided an overview of the
challenges and opportunities for Gozo. A main challenge for Gozo is the diversification of its
economy, where sectors such as digitalisation, the green economy, and education present
considerable potential. He also highlighted how certain infrastructural projects such as the
new hospital, and the extension of the port of Mgarr are now a necessity within the context of
a larger population, and the continuous flow of traffic between the two islands. As for the
future, given Gozo’s reliance on the transport sector, the project of a logistics hub provides
considerable opportunities. Within this context the discourse about regional autonomy
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remains of extreme importance, as within this context Gozo can then decide its economic
priorities. Concluding he highlighted the importance of the Gozo Business Chamber in
building a vision which really encompasses the aspirations of its members.
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Stgarrija ghall-Istampa: Il-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex torganizza I-
Laggha Generali Annwali

ll-Kkamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex (GBC) organizzat il-Laggha Generali Annwali (AGM)
taghha nhar il-Famis, 20 ta’ Frar 2025, fil-Kampus tal-Queen Mary University of London Malta,
gewwa Victoria, Ghawdex.

Il-laggha nfethet b’introduzzjoni mill-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-GBC, Daniel Borg, li tkellem dwar diversi
temi fosthom l-awtonomija regjonali, il-governanza nazzjonali, il-25 sena ta’ hidma tal-Kamra,
u l-attivitajiet Ili wettget matul I-ahhar sena. Huwa enfasizza r-rwol tal-Kamra biex id-dibattitu
fug il-governanza nazzjonali jerga’ jakkwista ¢-centralita’ tieghu. Filwaqt li I-attenzjoni tal-
Kamra se tibga’ iffukata fuq l-awtonomija regjonali - billi governanza regjonali b’sahhitha
twassal ghal lehen aktar b’sahhtu ghal Ghawdex fuq livell hazzjonali - huwa sahaq ukoll fuq I-
importanza ta’ qafas ta’ governanza nazzjonali li jkun trasparenti, gust, u ekwu. Dan, zied
jghid, huwa krucjali fxenarju internazzjonali dejjem aktar kumpless, li jaffettwa wkoll lin-negozji
Ghawdxin.

Matul I-AGM, gew ipprezentati wkoll ir-rapport finanzjarju u amministrattiv tal-Kamra tan-
Negozju ghal Ghawdex.

Wiehed mill-punti ewlenin tal-AGM kien il-prezentazzjoni ta’ Noel Formosa bit-titlu r-
Regjonalita ta’ Ghawdex: [l-Perspettivi u [-Opportunitajiet tal-Ghawdxin’, li esplorat I-
importanza tal-awtonomija regjonali ghal Ghawdex. Matul I-AGM intervjenew ukoll I-Onor. Dr
Alex Borg, Kelliem ghall-Oppozizzjoni dwar Ghawdex, u I-Onor. Perit Clint Camilleri, Ministru
ghal Ghawdex u I|-Ippjanar.
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II-President tal-GBC, Michael Galea, ghalaq il-laggha b’diskors li ta harsa generali lejn l-isfidi
u l-opportunitajiet ghal Ghawdex. Wahda mill-isfidi ewlenin ghall-gzira hija d-diversifikazzjoni
tal-ekonomija ta’ Ghawdex. F’dan il-kuntest setturi bhad-digitalizzazzjoni, I-ekonomija hadra,
u l-edukazzjoni joffru potenzjal konsiderevoli. Huwa sahaq ukoll fuq il-bzonn ta’ investiment
fprogetti infrastrutturali bhall-isptar il-gdid u l-estensjoni tal-port tal-Imgarr, li saru mehtiega
fid-dawl ta’ popolazzjoni akbar u I-fluss kontinwu ta’ traffiku bejn iz-zewg gzejjer.

Fir-rigward tal-futur, huwa semma kif, minhabba d-dipendenza ta’ Ghawdex fuq is-settur tat-
trasport, il-progett ta’ ¢entru logistiku jipprezenta diversi opportunitajiet ghal tkabbir ekonomiku
sostenibbli. F’dan il-kuntest, id-dibattitu dwar I-awtonomija regjonali jibga’ ta’ importanza
fundamentali, peress li permezz ta’ iktar awtonomija regjonali Ghawdex ikun jista’ jiddeciedi I-
prijoritajiet ekonomici tieghu.

B’konkluzjoni, huwa enfasizza kif il-vizjoni u l-istrategija tal-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex
ghandha dejjem tirrifletti [-aspirazzjonijiet tal-membri taghha.
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