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Press Release: Gozo as a Distinct Region in all its aspects

The Gozo Business Chamber notes the two documents issued today by the Malta Chamber
of Commerce, Enterprise and Industry and its proposals to ensure a more effective
parliamentary system and a fairer representation.

While the Gozo Business Chamber believes for the need of a broader discussion on
constitutional changes, and a more effective parliamentary system, which strengthens the
national governance scenario, nonetheless the Gozo Business Chamber does not agree with
the proposal contained in the document ‘Electoral Reform: A New Approach to Malta’'s
Elections’ in which it is being proposed that the Gozo district be extended to include both
Mellieha and Mgarr.

In the case of Gozo this is not simply a question of numbers, but what such a move would
represent. Article 61 of the Maltese Constitution had in fact tried to preclude such a move,
which would effectively fragment the integrity of Gozo. As the discussion about the regional
status of Gozo has again gained momentum such a proposal shows lack of sensitivity towards
a region which throughout the years has shown its distinctiveness, and for which a distinct
policy approach has time and again proved necessary.

Having its own Members of Parliament which speak specifically for Gozo is one of the most
important gains for Gozo in Malta’s recent history as an independent nation. The work of
these MPs has been crucial along the years for Gozo’s needs to be addressed. This is not
enough, and as the Chamber has reiterated again various times the time is ripe for a
transparent and honest discussion, and a long-term commitment towards Gozo’s status as a
region. This is why the Chamber feels that the proposal of grouping Gozo with other localities
goes against the notion of regionality, dismantling one of the gains in terms of governance that
Gozo has achieved along the years.
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Stqarrija ghall-Istampa: Ghawdex bhala Regjun Distint fl-aspetti kollha tieghu

Il-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex tinnota z-zewgd dokumenti mahruga llum mill-Kamra tal-
Kummeré¢, Intrapriza u I-Industrija ta’ Malta u I-proposti tal-Kamra biex tizgura sistema
parlamentari aktar effettiva u rapprezentanza aktar gusta.

Filwaqt li I-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex temmen fil-htiega ta’ diskussjoni usa’ dwar tibdil
kostituzzjonali u sistema parlamentari aktar effettiva li ssahhah I-governanza nazzjonali,
madankollu, il-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex ma tagbilx mal-proposta inkluza fid-
dokument ‘Electoral Reform: A New Approach to Malta’s Elections’, fejn qed jigi propost i d-
distrett ta’ Ghawdex jigi estiz biex jinkludi kemm il-Mellieha kif ukoll I-Imgarr.

Fil-kaz ta’ Ghawdex, din mhijiex semplicement kwistjoni ta’ numri, imma ta’ X’ jirrapprezenta
pass bhal dan. Fil-fatt, I-Artiklu 61 tal-Kostituzzjoni ta’ Malta pprova jipprevjeni azzjoni simili, li
effettivament tfarrak Il-integrita ta’ Ghawdex. Hekk kif id-diskussjoni dwar ir-regjonalita’ ta’
Ghawdex regghet kisbet importanza, proposta bhal din turi nuggas ta’ sensittivita lejn regjun
li matul is-snin wera d-distintivita tieghu u li ghalih inhasset hafna drabi n-necessita’ li jkun
hemm politika’ regjonali distinta.

Li Ghawdex ikollu I-Membri Parlamentari tieghu stess li jitkellmu b’'mod specifiku ghal
Ghawdex huwa wiehed mill-iktar kisbiet importanti ghal Ghawdex fl-istorja recenti ta’ Malta
bhala nazzjon indipendenti. Ix-xoghol ta’ dawn il-Membri Parlamentari kien kru¢jali matul is-
snin biex il-htigijiet ta’ Ghawdex jigu indirizzati. Dan xorta wahda mhux bizzejjed, u kif il-Kamra
rripetiet diversi drabi, wasal iz-zmien ghal diskussjoni trasparenti u onesta u ghall-impenn fit-
tul dwar ir-rikonoxximent ta’ Ghawdex bhala regjun. Hu ghalhekk li il-Kamra thoss li I-proposta
biex Ghawdex jigi maghqud ma’ lokalitajiet ohra tmur kontra il-hsieb tar regjonalita, u fil-fatt
tpoggi fil-genb wahda mill-kisbiet ftermini ta’ governanza li Ghawdex akkwista matul is-snin.
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