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Press Release: Celebrating 25 years of Commitment to the Community

The Gozo Business Chamber celebrated its 25" anniversary during an event held on the 10™
January, under the patronage of Her Excellency the President of Malta Myriam Spiteri Debono.
The Chamber was in fact established through a public deed on the 20" December 1999. The
event served as point of reflection for the Chamber providing an overview of the past but also
an outlook on the future. Apart from the President of Malta the event was also addressed by
the Prime Minister of Malta Dr Robert Abela, the Leader of the Opposition Dr Bernard Grech,
the CEO of the Gozo Regional Development Authority Mario Borg, the CEO of BOV Kenneth
Farrugia, and the Minister for Gozo and Planning, Hon. Clint Camilleri.

During the event the book: “The Way Ahead, The Gozo Business Chamber in the Light of
Gozo’s Recent History” was also launched. The book was written by Dr Michael Refalo who
also intervened and presented the book. The book addresses both Gozo’s economic history
and also the contribution of the Gozo Business Chamber to both Gozo’s economy and
community. Dr Edward Warrington also intervened during the event reflecting on the role and
future of the Chamber in today’s world.

In his opening remarks, Michael Galea President of the Gozo Business Chamber, highlighted
that while there is the need to diversify the Gozitan economy, it is important that Gozo is
granted regional autonomy so that it can outline its priorities based on the needs of the Gozitan
community:

“For Gozo to succeed and be competitive there is the need for more autonomy. Our
history shows that we were also determined to lead our own affairs and to decide that
which is necessary for Gozo. . . Autonomy provides Gozo and Gozitans with the
necessary authority to take the best decisions about the regional economic strategy,
the development of new infrastructure, and regional politics. We know Gozo’s real
needs because we live, work and employ people on this island.”
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Michael Galea also highlighted the importance of connectivity, the need for a new hospital for
Gozo, the safeguarding of the environment, and the Chamber’s role in promoting business in
Gozo.

In his concluding remarks, Daniel Borg, the CEO of the Gozo Business Chamber, highlighted
that its 25" anniversary event served as an important point of reflection to both analyse the
contribution of the Chamber, past and present, but also discern its future role. He remarked
that this anniversary comes at an important crossroads in the country’s history as important
anniversaries from when the country became independent, a republic, and a Member of the
European Union, were celebrated. He pointed out that Gozo and the Gozitans are mature
enough for Gozo to be an autonomous region. Nonetheless he pointed out that:

“While | believe in the need for the dialogue on the Renewal of the Constitution to
restart, Gozo’s regional autonomy needs to be studied, implemented and introduced
in the Constitution. Nonetheless in this process political dialogue is of vital importance.
While there seems to be consensus from all parties on the political spectrum on the
aspect of regionality, there is lack of consensus on the form on how the status of
regionality should be implemented. And this is why these past days led me to reflect
on the need for political dialogue which is honest, transparent, and sincere, and which
does not suffocate the aspirations of the Gozitan community.”

He remarked about the Chamber’s institutional role and for this to be strengthened in order to
enhance Gozo’s governance at all levels. Finally he highlighted that the Chamber’s continued
existence cannot be taken for granted. But with the collaboration of all, its future can be
secured.
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Stqarrija ghall-Istampa: Nic¢elebraw 25 sena ta’ Impenn lejn il-Komunita’

Il-Kkamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex c¢¢elebrat il-25 anniversarju taghha waqt avveniment li
sar fil-10 ta’ Jannar, taht il-patro¢inju tal-E.T. il-President ta’ Malta Myriam Spiteri Debono. II-
Kamra fil-fatt giet stabbilita permezz ta’ att pubbliku fil-20 ta’ Dicembru 1999. L-avveniment
serva bhala punt ta’ riflessjoni ghall-Kamra, billi pprovda harsa lejn il-passat kif ukoll lejn il-
futur. Minbarra I-President ta’ Malta, I-avveniment kien indirizzat ukoll mill-Prim Ministru ta’
Malta Dr Robert Abela, il-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni Dr Bernard Grech, il-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita
ghall-1zvilupp Regjonali ta’ Ghawdex Mario Borg, il-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-BOV Kenneth Farrugia,
u I-Ministru ghal Ghawdex u I-Ippjanar, I-Onor. Clint Camilleri.

Matul I-avveniment gie imniedi |-ktieb: “The Way Ahead, The Gozo Business Chamber in the
Light of Gozo’s Recent History”. Dan inkiteb minn Dr Michael Refalo li wkoll ghamel intervent
u pprezenta I-ktieb. ll-ktieb jindirizza kemm I-istorja ekonomika ta’ Ghawdex kif ukoll il-kontribut
tal-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex lill-ekonomija u I-komunitd Ghawdxija. Dr Edward
Warrington ukoll ghamel intervent waqt I-avveniment, fejn irriffletta fuq ir-rwol u I-futur tal-
Kamra fid-dinja tal-lum.

Fid-diskors tieghu tal-bidu il-President tal-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex Michael Galea,
enfasizza li filwaqt li hemm bzonn li I-ekonomija Ghawdxija tkun diversifikata, huwa importanti
li Ghawdex jinghata awtonomija regjonali sabiex ikun jista’ jiddetermina |-prijoritajiet tieghu
bbazati fuq il-bzonnijiet tal-komunita Ghawdxija:

“Biex Ghawdex jirnexxi, jimxi ‘l quddiem u jirbah il-kompetizzjoni, hemm bzonn li jkolina
aktar awtonomija. L-istorja taghna turi li dejjem kellna determinazzjoni li mmexxu aktar
lilna nfusna — li nidde¢iedu dak li hu mehtieg ghalina . . . L-awtonomija taghti il
Ghawdex u lill-Ghawdxin l-awtorita® mehtiega li hi krucjali biex niehdu I-ahjar
decizjonijiet dwar I-istrategija ekonomika regjonali, l-izvilupp tal-infrastruttura u I-
politika regjonali. Ahna nafu il-bZzonnijiet veri minhabba li ahna nghixu, nahdmu u
ninpjegaw lin-nies fdin il-gzira.”

Michael Galea sahaqg ukoll fuq I-importanza tal-konnettivita, il-htiega ghal sptar gdid ghal
Ghawdex, il-harsien tal-ambjent, u r-rwol tal-Kamra fil-promozzjoni tan-negozju f Ghawdex.
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Fid-diskors tal-gheluq, Daniel Borg, il-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex,
enfasizza li I-avveniment tal-25 anniversarju serva bhala punt importanti ta’ rfilessjoni biex jigi
analizzat il-kontribut tal-Kamra, kif ukoll biex jigi diskuss ir-rwol taghha fil-futur. Huwa nnota li
dan l-anniversarju jasal fmument kruc¢jali fl-istorja tal-pajjiz, hekk kif kienu ¢&celebrati
anniversarji importanti ohra bhal meta I-pajjiz sar indipendenti, repubblika, u Membru tal-
Unjoni Ewropea. Huwa enfasizza |li Ghawdex u I-Ghawdxin huma maturi bizzejjed biex
Ghawdex ikun regjun awtonomu. Madankollu, huwa rrimarka:

“‘Ghalhekk, filwagt li nemmen fil-htiega li jerga’ jibda d-djalogu fuq it-Tigdid
Kostituzzjonali, I-awtonomija regjonali ta’ Ghawdex ghandha tigi studjata, implimentata
u mdahhla fil-Kostituzzjoni. Madanakollu, fdan il-process id-djalogu politiku huwa ta’
importanza vitali. Filwaqt i jidher li hemm gbil minn kull naha politika fuq ir-regjonalita,
jidher li hemm nuqgqgas ta’ gbil fuq il-forma ta’ kif din trid tigi mplimentata. U ghalhekk
dawn il-jiem wassluni ghal riflessjoni fuq il-htiega ta’ djalogu politiku, onest, trasparenti

u sincier li ma johnogx l-aspirazzjonijiet tal-komunita’ Ghawdxija."

Huwa rrimarka dwar ir-rwol istituzzjonali tal-Kamra u I-htiega li dan jissahhah sabiex titjieb il-
governanza ta’ Ghawdex fil-livelli kollha. Fl-ahhar, huwa sahaq li I-ezistenza kontinwa tal-
Kamra ma tistax tittiened bhala fatt. Madankollu, bil-kollaborazzjoni ta’ kulhadd, il-futur taghha
jista’ jkun assigurat.
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