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Date: 11/11/2025 

 

Press Release: Celebrating 25 years of Commitment to the Community 

The Gozo Business Chamber celebrated its 25th anniversary during an event held on the 10th 

January, under the patronage of Her Excellency the President of Malta Myriam Spiteri Debono.  

The Chamber was in fact established through a public deed on the 20th December 1999.  The 

event served as point of reflection for the Chamber providing an overview of the past but also 

an outlook on the future.  Apart from the President of Malta the event was also addressed by 

the Prime Minister of Malta Dr Robert Abela, the Leader of the Opposition Dr Bernard Grech, 

the CEO of the Gozo Regional Development Authority Mario Borg, the CEO of BOV Kenneth 

Farrugia, and the Minister for Gozo and Planning, Hon. Clint Camilleri. 

During the event the book: “The Way Ahead, The Gozo Business Chamber in the Light of 

Gozo’s Recent History” was also launched.  The book was written by Dr Michael Refalo who 

also intervened and presented the book.  The book addresses both Gozo’s economic history 

and also the contribution of the Gozo Business Chamber to both Gozo’s economy and 

community.  Dr Edward Warrington also intervened during the event reflecting on the role and 

future of the Chamber in today’s world. 

In his opening remarks, Michael Galea President of the Gozo Business Chamber, highlighted 

that while there is the need to diversify the Gozitan economy, it is important that Gozo is 

granted regional autonomy so that it can outline its priorities based on the needs of the Gozitan 

community: 

“For Gozo to succeed and be competitive there is the need for more autonomy.  Our 

history shows that we were also determined to lead our own affairs and to decide that 

which is necessary for Gozo. . . Autonomy provides Gozo and Gozitans with the 

necessary authority to take the best decisions about the regional economic strategy, 

the development of new infrastructure, and regional politics.  We know Gozo’s real 

needs because we live, work and employ people on this island.” 
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Michael Galea also highlighted the importance of connectivity, the need for a new hospital for 

Gozo, the safeguarding of the environment, and the Chamber’s role in promoting business in 

Gozo. 

In his concluding remarks, Daniel Borg, the CEO of the Gozo Business Chamber, highlighted 

that its 25th anniversary event served as an important point of reflection to both analyse the 

contribution of the Chamber, past and present, but also discern its future role.  He remarked 

that this anniversary comes at an important crossroads in the country’s history as important 

anniversaries from when the country became independent, a republic, and a Member of the 

European Union, were celebrated.  He pointed out that Gozo and the Gozitans are mature 

enough for Gozo to be an autonomous region.  Nonetheless he pointed out that: 

“While I believe in the need for the dialogue on the Renewal of the Constitution to 

restart, Gozo’s regional autonomy needs to be studied, implemented and introduced 

in the Constitution.  Nonetheless in this process political dialogue is of vital importance.  

While there seems to be consensus from all parties on the political spectrum on the 

aspect of regionality, there is lack of consensus on the form on how the status of 

regionality should be implemented.  And this is why these past days led me to reflect 

on the need for political dialogue which is honest, transparent, and sincere, and which 

does not suffocate the aspirations of the Gozitan community.” 

He remarked about the Chamber’s institutional role and for this to be strengthened in order to 

enhance Gozo’s governance at all levels.  Finally he highlighted that the Chamber’s continued 

existence cannot be taken for granted.  But with the collaboration of all, its future can be 

secured. 
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PR GBC01/2025 

 

Data: 11/10/2025 

 

Stqarrija għall-Istampa: Niċċelebraw 25 sena ta’ Impenn lejn il-Komunita’ 

Il-Kamra tan-Negozju għal Għawdex ċċelebrat il-25 anniversarju tagħha waqt avveniment li 

sar fil-10 ta’ Jannar, taħt il-patroċinju tal-E.T. il-President ta’ Malta Myriam Spiteri Debono. Il-

Kamra fil-fatt ġiet stabbilita permezz ta’ att pubbliku fil-20 ta’ Diċembru 1999. L-avveniment 

serva bħala punt ta’ riflessjoni għall-Kamra, billi pprovda ħarsa lejn il-passat kif ukoll lejn il-

futur. Minbarra l-President ta’ Malta, l-avveniment kien indirizzat ukoll mill-Prim Ministru ta’ 

Malta Dr Robert Abela, il-Kap tal-Oppożizzjoni Dr Bernard Grech, il-Kap Eżekuttiv tal-Awtorità 

għall-Iżvilupp Reġjonali ta’ Għawdex Mario Borg, il-Kap Eżekuttiv tal-BOV Kenneth Farrugia, 

u l-Ministru għal Għawdex u l-Ippjanar, l-Onor. Clint Camilleri. 

Matul l-avveniment ġie imniedi l-ktieb: “The Way Ahead, The Gozo Business Chamber in the 

Light of Gozo’s Recent History”.  Dan inkiteb minn Dr Michael Refalo li wkoll għamel intervent 

u ppreżenta l-ktieb. Il-ktieb jindirizza kemm l-istorja ekonomika ta’ Għawdex kif ukoll il-kontribut 

tal-Kamra tan-Negozju għal Għawdex lill-ekonomija u l-komunità Għawdxija. Dr Edward 

Warrington ukoll għamel intervent waqt l-avveniment, fejn irriffletta fuq ir-rwol u l-futur tal-

Kamra fid-dinja tal-lum. 

Fid-diskors tiegħu tal-bidu il-President tal-Kamra tan-Negozju għal Għawdex Michael Galea,  

enfasizza li filwaqt li hemm bżonn li l-ekonomija Għawdxija tkun diversifikata, huwa importanti 

li Għawdex jingħata awtonomija reġjonali sabiex ikun jista’ jiddetermina l-prijoritajiet tiegħu 

bbażati fuq il-bżonnijiet tal-komunità Għawdxija: 

“Biex Għawdex jirnexxi, jimxi ‘l quddiem u jirbaħ il-kompetizzjoni, hemm bżonn li jkollna 

aktar awtonomija. L-istorja tagħna turi li dejjem kellna determinazzjoni li mmexxu aktar 

lilna nfusna – li niddeċiedu dak li hu meħtieġ għalina . . . L-awtonomija tagħti lil 

Għawdex u lill-Għawdxin l-awtorita’ meħtieġa li hi kruċjali biex nieħdu l-aħjar 

deċiżjonijiet dwar l-istrateġija ekonomika reġjonali, l-iżvilupp tal-infrastruttura u l-

politika reġjonali.  Aħna nafu il-bżonnijiet veri minħabba li aħna ngħixu, naħdmu u 

ninpjegaw lin-nies f’din il-gżira.” 

Michael Galea saħaq ukoll fuq l-importanza tal-konnettività, il-ħtieġa għal sptar ġdid għal 

Għawdex, il-ħarsien tal-ambjent, u r-rwol tal-Kamra fil-promozzjoni tan-negozju f’Għawdex. 
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Fid-diskors tal-għeluq, Daniel Borg, il-Kap Eżekuttiv tal-Kamra tan-Negozju għal Għawdex, 

enfasizza li l-avveniment tal-25 anniversarju serva bħala punt importanti ta’ rfilessjoni biex jiġi 

analizzat il-kontribut tal-Kamra, kif ukoll biex jiġi diskuss ir-rwol tagħha fil-futur. Huwa nnota li 

dan l-anniversarju jasal f’mument kruċjali fl-istorja tal-pajjiż, hekk kif kienu ċċelebrati 

anniversarji importanti oħra bħal meta l-pajjiż sar indipendenti, repubblika, u Membru tal-

Unjoni Ewropea. Huwa enfasizza li Għawdex u l-Għawdxin huma maturi biżżejjed biex 

Għawdex ikun reġjun awtonomu. Madankollu, huwa rrimarka: 

“Għalhekk, filwaqt li nemmen fil-ħtieġa li jerġa’ jibda d-djalogu fuq it-Tiġdid 

Kostituzzjonali, l-awtonomija reġjonali ta’ Għawdex għandha tiġi studjata, implimentata 

u mdaħħla fil-Kostituzzjoni.  Madanakollu, f’dan il-proċess id-djalogu politiku huwa ta’ 

importanza vitali.  Filwaqt li jidher li hemm qbil minn kull naħa politika fuq ir-reġjonalita, 

jidher li hemm nuqqas ta’ qbil fuq il-forma ta’ kif din trid tiġi mplimentata.  U għalhekk 

dawn il-jiem wassluni għal riflessjoni fuq il-ħtieġa ta’ djalogu politiku, onest, trasparenti 

u sinċier li ma joħnoqx l-aspirazzjonijiet tal-komunita’ Għawdxija.” 

Huwa rrimarka dwar ir-rwol istituzzjonali tal-Kamra u l-ħtieġa li dan jissaħħaħ sabiex titjieb il-

governanza ta’ Għawdex fil-livelli kollha. Fl-aħħar, huwa saħaq li l-eżistenza kontinwa tal-

Kamra ma tistax tittieħed bħala fatt. Madankollu, bil-kollaborazzjoni ta’ kulħadd, il-futur tagħha 

jista’ jkun assigurat. 
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