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Press Release: 2025 Budget - Strategic Priorities and Economic Initiatives for
Gozo

The Gozo Business Chamber is today presenting its document containing its proposals for the
2025 Budget. This document outlines the context in which the Chamber is formulating its
proposals. This means that these should not be taken out of the context of the present state
of the nation which calls for transparency and ethical conduct at all levels of government.
These proposals also have a strategic and regional outlook. This means that while addressing
specific concerns they outline the necessity for a long-term vision especially for initiatives
which are necessary for Gozo’s integral development. Gozo’s integral development also calls
for an independent debate on Gozo’s regional status which necessitates a level of maturity
from across all the political spectrum. It is only then that Gozo can really move forward. To
this end the Chamber is formulating the following proposals.

Targeted Proposals for Specific Sectors

e The Property Sector

o Fiscal Incentives for those retaining and restoring existing dwellings, both within
and outside the urban conservation area.

o Property owners in urban conservation areas, selling to third country nationals
should also be exempt from stamp duty.

o Co-owners who remain in co-ownership of a property for a span of more than
three years and opt to sell their undivided share from the property to another
co-ower shall enjoy a more advantegeous tax rate.

o Providing an incentive whereby people who would finish their property within a
two year time frame woul recoup part of the VAT.

e A Start-Up Eco-System for Gozo

o The Chamber is proposing mandatory business consultation with a business
mentor for startups accessing government grants and funds.
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o Provide continuous mentorship to startups to help them adapt to challenges,
manage resources effectively and refine their strategies.

o Establish a Startup Incubator within the Gozo Innovation Hub, with a dedicated
co-working space and comprehensive support services.

e The Artisan Sector

o Assist Gozitan artisans, registered in the Registrar of Crafts, to cover travel
expenses for events organised by, or in collaboration with, the Malta Crafts
Foundation.

e A Transport Support Scheme for Gozo’s Wholesale, Import and Retail Sectors

o The Gozo Business Chamber is proposing the introduction of a transport
support scheme for the wholesale, import, and retail sectors in Gozo. The
proposed scheme would be modeled similarly to the Malta Enterprise’s Gozo
Transport Grant which supports transportation costs for the manufacturing
sector.

e The Cultural Sector

o The Chamber is proposing a support scheme which would encourage the
private sector, especially in the tourism and catering industries to enhance their
events by engaging artists, who would increase the overall profile of the
initiative.

Long-Term Planning

e Health Services in Gozo

o Pursue effectively the master plan for the new Gozo General Hospital

o Ensure that services to people with disabilities are offered in Gozo. When
these services are offered by NGOs it should be ensured that these NGOs are
adequately assisted by the State.
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e The Education Sector

o Cater for an induction programme for secondary school aged migrant learners
in Gozo.

e Connectivity

o Replace the present Gozo Channel fleet with a more sustainable fleet, and the
possibility of the introduction of a fifth ferry.

o Ensure that the winter timetable of the fast ferry service is adequate with
respect to the needs of the Gozitan population.

o Align the public transport timetable with the Gozo Channel and fast ferry
timetables/arrivals.
Ensure the expansion of the Mgarr Port or the creation of an alternative port.
Start preparations for the elctrification of both the Cirkewwa and the Mgarr
ports.

e The Energy Sector

o Ensure an accelerated transtion to renewable energy sources in Gozo with a
diversified mix which in the long run can lead to more energy security.

o Develop an enhanced regulatory framework specifically for Gozo which would
also consider the participation of the private sector through international
partnerships, leading to Gozo being a test-bed for the deployment of such
solutions prior to these being implemented on a national level.

e The City of Victoria

o Follow through on projects which will see the creation of underground car
parking facilities and new green spaces in Victoria.

o Create a task-force to identify and implement temporary solutions intended to
alleviate traffic in Victoria.
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Stqgarrija ghall-Istampa: 1l-Bagit 2025 - Prijoritajiet Strategic¢i u Ekonomici ghal
Ghawdex

II-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex llum ged tipprezenta d-dokument li fih ged tipproponi
numru ta’ inizjattivi ghall-Bagit tal-2025. Dan id-dokument jiddeskrivi wkoll |-kuntest li fih il-
Kamra ged tressaq il-proposti taghha. Dan ifisser li dawn m'ghandhomx jittiehdu barra mill-
kuntest tal-istat prezenti tan-nazzjon li jitlob trasparenza u kondotta etika fil-livelli kollha tal-
gvern. Dawn il-proposti ghandhom ukoll harsa stratedika u regjonali. Dan ifisser li waqt li
jindirizzaw problem specifi¢i huma juru wkoll il-htiega ghal vizjoni fit-tul, spe¢jalment fejn jidhlu
dawk I-inizjattivi li huma mehtiega ghall-izvilupp integrali ta' Ghawdex. L-izvilupp integrali ta'
Ghawdex jitlob ukoll dibattitu indipendenti fuq l-istatus regjonali ta' Ghawdex. Dan jitlob livell
ta' maturitd minn kull kamp politiku. Huwa biss b’dan il-mod li Ghawdex jista' verament jimxi
'l guddiem. Huwa f'dan il-kuntest li -Kamra ged tressaq il-proposti taghha.

e |[s-Settur tal-Proprjeta

o Incentivi fiskali ghal dawk li jzommu u jirrestawraw djar ezistenti, kemm gewwa
kif ukoll barra z-zona ta' konservazzjoni urbana.

o Sidien tal-proprjeta fzoni ta’ konservazzjoni urbana, li jbighu lil ¢ittadini ta'
pajjizi terzi ghandhom ukoll jigu ezentati mid-dazju tal-boll.

o Sidien ta’ proprjeta li ghandhom propjeta’ ma’xulxin ghal perjodu ta’ aktar minn
tliet snin u jaghzlu li jbighu s-sehem taghhom mhux magsum tal-proprjeta lis-
sidien l-ohrajn, ghandhom igawdu minn rata tat-taxxa aktar vantagguza.

o Jigi pprovdut in¢entiv fejn nies li jlestu I-proprjeta taghhom f'perijodu ta’ sentejn
jirkupraw parti mill-VAT.
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o Eko-Sistema ghal Startups fGhawdex

o Il-Kamra ged tipproponi li startups ghandhom ikunu segwiti minn business
mentor jekk ikunu jridu jac¢edu fondi governattivi.

o Ghandha tigi pprovduta wkoll mentorship kontinwa lill-istartups biex jghinhom
jadattaw ghall-isfidi, jamministraw ir-rizorsi b’mod effettiv, u jirfinaw I-istrategiji
taghhom.

o Jitwaqggaf Inkubatur ghal startups fil-Gozo Innovation Hub, bi spazju ddedikat
ghall-co-working u servizzi komprensivi ta’ appogg.

o Is-Settur tal-Artigjanat

o Jigu assistiti l-artigjana Ghawdxin li huma registrati biex ikopru l-ispejjez tal-
ivvjaggar ghall-avvenimenti organizzati minn, jew fkollaborazzjoni mal-Malta
Crafts Foundation.

o Skema ta’ Appogg ghat-Trasport fis-setturi tal-Bejgh bl-Ingross, Importazzjoni u
Bejgh bl-Imnut f Ghawdex

o ll-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex ged tipproponi l-introduzzjoni ta’ skema
ta’ appogdg ghat-trasport fis-setturi tal-bejgh bl-ingross, importazzjoni u bejgh
bl-imnut fGhawdex. L-iskema proposta ghandha tkun immudellata b’'mod simili
ghas-sussidju ipprovdut mill-Malta Enterprise li jaghti sapport lilll-ispejjez tat
trasport fis-settur tal-manifattura.

e |s-Settur Kulturali

o ll-Kamra ged tipproponi skema ta’ appogg li tinkoraggixxi intraprizi fis-settur
privat, spec¢jalment fl-industriji tat-turizmu u tal-catering, biex itejou I-
avvenimenti taghhom billi jingaggjaw artisti, li jzidu I-profil tal-inizjattiva.
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Ippjanar fit-Tul

e |s-Servizzi tas-Sahha fGhawdex

o Jigi implimentat il-Master Plan ghall-Isptar Generali Gdid ta’ Ghawdex.

o Jigi zgurat li s-servizzi ghal nies b’dizabilita jigu offruti wkoll fGhawdex. Meta
dawn is-servizzi jigu offruti minn NGOs, ghandu jigi zgurat li dawn I-NGOs jigu
assistiti b’mod adegwat mill-Istat.

e Is-Settur tal-Edukazzjoni

o Jigi ipprovdut programm ta’ induzzjoni ghall-istudenti migranti f Ghawdex fl-eta
tal-iskola sekondarja.

e Konnettivita

o Tigi sostitwita I-flotta prezenti tal-Gozo Channel bi flotta aktar sostenibbli, u bil-
possibbilta tal-introduzzjoni tal-hames vapur.

o Jigi zgurat li l-iskeda tax-xitwa tas-servizz tal-fast ferry tkun adegwata fir-
rigward tal-htigijiet tal-popolazzjoni Ghawdxija.

o Tigi assigurata li l-iskeda tat-trasport pubbliku tkun allinjata mal-wasliet tal-
vapuri tal-Gozo Channel u tal-fast ferry.

o Issir decisjoni u tinbeda I-hidma ghalll-espansjoni tal-Port tal-Imgarr jew il-
holgien ta’ port alternattiv.

tal-lmgarr.
o Is-Settur tal-Energija

o Tigi assigurata it-tranzizzjoni mghaggla lejn sorsi varji ta’ energija rinnovabbli
fGhawdex, li fit-tul ghandha twassal ghal aktar sigurta fil-provvista tal-energija.

o Jigi zviluppat qafas regolatorju apposta ghal Ghawdex li jikkunsidra wkoll il-
parteCipazzjoni tas-settur privat permezz ta’ partnerships internazzjonali, li
jwasslu biex Ghawdex jkun test-bed ghall-implimentazzjoni ta’ dawn is-
soluzzjonijiet gabel ma dawn jigu implimentati fuq livell nazzjonali.

Incorporated by Public Deed on 20" December 1999

BOV

Member of the Network of Insular Chambers of Commerce and Industry of the EU (Insuleur)
Bank of Valletta

Member of the Observatory on Tourism for Islands Economy (OTIE)



mailto:info@gozobusinesschamber.org

GBC

THE GOZO BUSINESS CHAMBER

The Brokerage, Level 4A, St Marta Street, Victoria VCT 2551, Gozo, Malta
Tel: (+365) 21550305
E-mail: info@gozobusinesschamber.org
Website: www.gozobusinesschamber.org

e ||-Belt Victoria

o Jibdew il-progetti li ged jigu pproposti li se jaraw il-holgien ta’ facilitajiet ta’
parkegg taht I-art u spazji hodor godda f'Victoria.

o Titwaqggaf task-force biex tidentifika u timplimenta soluzzjonijiet temporaniji intizi
biex jiffacilitaw is-sitwazzjoni tat-traffiku fil-belt Victoria.
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