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Press Release: The current situation in our electricity supply

The Gozo Business Chamber is significantly concerned about the current situation in our
electricity infrastructure which is translating itself into consistent power cuts across Malta and
Gozo. In Gozo various localities have been hit by power cuts, and in some cases the
interruption of the water supply, several times this week. In some cases this situation has
lasted for 16 hours up until this afternoon.

Apart from the significant impact this is having on our communities, especially the more
vulnerable, such a situation erodes business and investment confidence at such a crucial
juncture of the busy tourism season.

This situation is also affecting other sectors such as retail, catering, manufacturing, and the
digital sectors, where the consistent power cuts have caused considerable damages, loss of
customers, consumables, and working hours, and added costs to sustain the power supply in
some cases.

This situation calls for both urgent solutions but also a longer-term reflection on the
infrastructure that is needed to sustain the steep population rise experienced on our islands
and the intensification of development in our communities. Within this scenario a regional
analysis of the current electricity infrastructure in Gozo is required, analysing vulnerabilities
and criticalities in our electricity grid, and taking concrete action. Such a situation is not
consonant with the level of development both Malta and Gozo are seeking to achieve.
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Stqarrija ghall-Istampa: Is-sitwazzjoni prezenti fil-provvista tal-elettriku

II-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex hija nkwetata bis-sitwazzjoni prezenti fil-provvista tal-
elettriku, li ged tirrizulta fi qtugh kontinwu tad-dawl madwar Malta u Ghawdex. F’'Ghawdex
diversi lokalitajiet gew affetwati, b’uhud minnhom isoffru wkoll gtugh fil-provvista tal-ilma,
diversi drabi din il-gimgha. F’¢ertu lokalitajiet din is-sitwazzjoni damet sejra sa 16-il siegha sal-
lum wara nofsinhar.

Minbarra I-impatt li dan ged ikollu fug il-komunitajiet taghna, |-iktar dawk vulnerabbli, din is-
sitwazzjoni ged tnaqgas il-kunfidenza tan-negozju u l-investiment fpunt kru¢jali tal-istagun
turistiku.

Din is sitwazzjoni ged taffetwa wkoll setturi bhal bejgh bl-imnut, stabbilimenti tal-ikel, il-
manifattura, u s-settur digitali. Il-qtugh konsistenti fil-provvista tad-dawl ikkawza diversi danni,
telf ta’ konsumaturi u sieghat ta’ xoghol, rimi ta’ ikel, u spejjez addizzjonali biex wiehed ikompli
l-operat tieghu fejn possibli.

Din is-sitwazzjoni titlob kemm soluzzjonijiet urgenti imma wkoll riflessjoni fit-tul fuqg I-
infrastruttura nec¢essarja biex issostni z-zieda fil-popolazzjoni u l-intensifikazzjoni tal-izvilupp li
pajjizna esperjenzja f'dawn |-ahhar snin. F’dan ix-xenarju hija bzonnjuza analizi regjonali fuq
l-infrastruttura tal-energija fGhawdex, analizi li thares lejn il-kriti¢itajiet u I-punti vulnerabbli
tas-sistema, u ttehid ta’ azzjonijiet konkreti. Din is-sitwazzjoni ma tagbilx mal-livell ta’ zvilupp
li pajjizna ged jipprova jilhaqg.
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