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Press Release: The Protection of Our Heritage

The Chamber would like to refer to the controversy surrounding the buffer zone around the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Ggantija, and the permit issued within this UNESCO buffer zone
without conducting the required heritage impact assessment. The Chamber highlights the importance
of a transparent process which truly prioritisises the sensitiveness of such zones. Together with the
Citadel, the Ggantija UNESCO World Heritage Site, is the most important touristic site on the island.
Such sites contribute to Gozo’s attractiveness as a tourism destination. The UNESCO World Heritage
Site categorisation is something which makes the site unique. This means that extreme care and
attentiveness should be exercised in the granting of any permits within such buffer zones. Noting
that also other government entities working in the heritage sector have already voiced their concerns,
it is imperative that there is greater collaboration in order to ensure that the planning process is truly
holistic and takes into consideration all the parties concerned. On a wider scale, this case points
once again for the need of a specific planning approach which really takes into consideration the
needs of the island of Gozo.
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Stqarrija ghall-Istampa: Il-protezzjoni tal-Wirt Taghna

Il-Kamra tixtieq tirreferi ghall-kontroverzja marbuta mal-buffer zone madwar is-sit tal-wirt dinji tal-
UNESCO tal-Ggantija, u I-permess li nghata fil-buffer zone tal-UNESCO minghajr ma sar il-heritage
impact assessment mehtieg. Il-Kamra tinsisti dwar process trasparenti li verament jaghti prijorita’ lis-
sensitivita’ ta’ dawn iz-zoni. Flimkien ma¢-Cittadella, s-sit tal-wirt dinji tal-UNESCO tal-Ggantija huwa
l-iktar sit importanti turistiku fil-gzira. Dawn is-siti jikkontribwixxu biex jaghmlu minn Ghawdex
destinazzjoni turistika attraenti. |l-fatt li s-sit tal-Ggantija huwa megjus bhala sit taht il-wirt dinji tal-
UNESCO, jaghmel minn dan il-post wiehed uniku. Dan ifisser li trid tinghata |-ikbar attenzjoni meta
jinghataw permessi f'dawn il-buffer zones. II-Kamra tinnota wkoll li entitajiet governattivi ohrajn
urew it-thassib taghhom. Dan juri |-htiega li jkun hemm kollaborazzjoni ikbar b’tali mod li tizgura li I-
process tal-ippjanar ikun wiehed verament holistiku u li jiehu in kunsiderazzjoni I-partijiet kollha. Fuq
skala iktar wiesa’, dan il-kaz juri |-htiega ta’ appro¢¢ specifiku fl-ippjanar, appro¢¢ li verament jiehu in
kunsiderazzjoni il-htigijiet tal-gzira Ghawdxija.
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