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Press Release: A Voice for Gozo at every level

On the 9 February 2023 the Gozo Business Chamber held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) at the
Queen Mary University of London, Malta Campus, Victoria.

The first part of the Annual General Meeting was dedicated to the presentation of the annual
administrative report by the Chief Executive Officer of the Gozo Business Chamber. In his
introductory remarks Daniel Borg highlighted that it is important to “acknowledge the Chamber’s work,
not only as a voice for Gozo at a national level, but also at an international level. The Chamber has
worked relentlesslessly on issues which affect islands at an international level. We are expanding
into new areas of work. However, we need everyone’s efforts to sustain this work, and implement new
initiatives.” In his presentation, he outlined the Chamber’s work over the past year and its impetus on
areas such as sustainable mobility, youth entrepreneurship, and ethics in business, and its work
within INSULEUR (the Insular Chambers of Commerce of the European Union). Here the Chamber
provided an important contribution in INSULEUR'’s position paper on the impact of the proposed taxes
on aviation and maritime fuel, on islands. In his concluding remarks, Daniel Borg said that an
“organisation needs a vision to move forward, and | believe that we are together building this vision.
The Chamber needs to be capable to read the signs of the times, and adapt itself effectively to face
today’s challenges.”

During each AGM the Chamber also presents a topic of interest to its members. This year Mario
Borg, CEO of the Gozo Regional Development Authority, delivered a presentation about the Authority
and its work. Interventions during this year's AGM featured also Hon Dr Alex Borg, spokesman of the
Opposition for Gozo, and the intervention of Hon Clint Camilleri, Minister for Gozo.

In his speech Joseph Borg, President of the Gozo Business Chamber, highlighted the importance of
the Queen Mary University of London, Malta Campus (which was hosting this year's AGM), the
success of the medical school, and the impact it has had on Gozo. He remarked that a new hospital
is needed to complement the invaluable work being done by this university and that the privisation of
Gozo’s medical health care facilities should in no way hamper the development of the health sector in
Gozo, which should be at the same level as that of the island of Malta.
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He also indicated that as a “Chamber of Commerce we are also interested in the quality of life of all
those who work and reside in Gozo. Because it is the quality of life which generates more business
and work in Gozo. As a Chamber of Commerce, we have emphasised that we cannot implement the
same planning policies in both Malta and Gozo. Gozo has its own specificities and therefore the
policies for Gozo need to be different.” He also pointed out that Gozo has great potential in the area
of renewable energy. However, this needs to be complemented with a specific institute for research.
Ultimately Gozo needs to diversify and transform its economy. Nonetheless, he concluded, this is not
possible without the contribution of all the stakeholders.
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Press Release: Vuéi ghal Ghawdex f’kull livell.

Fid-9 ta’ Frar 2023 il-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex organizzat il-Laggha Generali Annwali (AGM)
fil-Queen Mary University of London, Malta Campus fil-belt Victoria f Ghawdex.

[l-parti ntroduttiva tal-AGM kienet iddedikata lill-prezentazzjoni tar-rapport amministrattiv annwali mill-
Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex. Daniel Bog qal li huwa mportanti li “wiehed
jirrikonoxxi ix-xoghol li ghamlet il-Kamra, mhux biss biex tkun vuci ghal Ghawdex fuq livell nazzjonali,
imma wkoll fuq livell internazzjonali. II-Kamra hadmet bla heda fuq kwistjonijiet li jaffetwaw il-gzejjer
fuq livell internazzjonali. Qed nimirhu forizzonti odda. Imma ghandna bzonn I-ghajnuna ta’ kulhadd
biex insostnu x-xoghol, u nimplimentaw inizjattivi odda.” Fil-prezentazzjoni tieghu I-Kap Ezekuttiv
tkellem dwar ix-xoghol tal-Kamra f'diversi ogsma inkluz dak tal-mobilita’ sostenibbli, l-intrapriza fost iz-
zghazagh, l-etika fin-negozju, u x-xoghol taghha fl-INSULEUR (I-ghaqda li tigbor il-Kmamar tan-
Negozji Ewropej li jinsabu fil-gzejjer). Hawnhekk il-Kamra tat kontribut importanti fil-pozizzjoni
mahruga mill-INSULEUR fuq l-impatt fuq il-gzejjer tat-taxxi proposti fuq il-karburant tal-avjazzjoni u
dak marittimu. Fir-rimarki konklussivi huwa qgal li “organizzazjoni ghandha bzonn vizjoni biex timxi ‘il
quddiem, u nemmen li ma’ xulxin ged nibnu din il-vizjoni. Il-Kamra trid tkun kapaci li tagra s-sinjali taz-
zminijiet u li tadatta lilha nnifisha b’mod effettiv biex taffac¢ja I-isfidi tal-lum.”

F’kull Laqgha Generali Annwali il-Kamra tistieden kelliem biex jaghti prezentazzjoni fuq suggett ta’
interess ghall-komunita kummer¢jali. Din is-sena Mario Borg, Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita’ ghall-
Izvilupp Regjonali ta’ Ghawdex, ta prezentazzjoni fuq I-Awtorita’ u x-xoghol li twettaq. L-interventi fil-
Laqgha Generali Annwali kienu jinkludu wkoll I-intervent tal-kelliem tal-Oppozizzjoni ghal Ghawdex, I-
Onorevoli Dr Alex Borg, kif ukoll I-intervent tal-Onorevoli Clint Camilleri, Ministru ghal Ghawdex.

Fid-diskors tieghu Joseph Borg, President tal-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex, sahaq fuq I-
importanza tal-Kampus tal-Queen Mary University of London fGhawdex (li kien ged jospita I-AGM),
is-success tal-iskola tal-medicina, u I-impatt li din kellha fuqg Ghawdex. Hu rrimarka li sptar gdid huwa
necessarju biex jikkumplimenta x-xoghol imprezzabli li ged jitwettaq, u li I-privatizzazjoni tal-facilitajiet
medi¢i fGhawdex ma ghandu bl-ebda mod ifixkel I-izvilupp tas-settur tas-sahha fGhawdex, li ghandu
jkun fuq l-istess livell ta’ dak ta’ Malta.

Hu qal ukoll Ii “bhala Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex jinteressana mill-kwalita’ tal-hajja ta’ kull min
jghix u jahdem fdin il-gzira. Hija I-kwalita’ ta’ hajja ahjar li nghixu, li qed tiggenera aktar negozju u
sussegwentament aktar xoghol fil-gzira. Bhala Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex, dejjem sostnejna li
Ghawdex ghandu l-ispecificita tieghu u ghalhekk id-decisjonijiet ghal Ghawdex iridu jkunu specifici
ghall-gzira.” Hu qgal ukoll li Ghawdex ghandu potenzjal enormi fl-enerdija rinnovabbli. Madanakollu



dan ghandu jkun kumplimentat minn istitut ta’ ricerka. Ghawdex ghandu jiddiversifika u jittrasforma |-
ekonomija tieghu. Madanakollu dan ma jkunx possibli, minghajr il-kontribut tal-partijiet kollha
ikkoncernati.




