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Stgarrija mahruga mill-Ministeru ghal Ghawdex u I-Kamra tan-
Negozju ghal Ghawdex: Inizjattivi favur in-Negozji tal-Familja

Fit-8 ta’ Jannar saret inizjattiva kongunta bejn il-Family Business Office, il-Ministeru ghal-Ghawdex, u
[-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex dwar inizjattivi favur in-negoz;ji tal-familja. Ghal din is-sessjoni ta’
informazzjoni, li saret fil-Ministeru ghal Ghawdex, saru interventi mill-President tal-Kamra tan-Negozju
ghal Ghawdex Joseph Borg, Dr Joseph Gerada ir-regolatur tal-Family Business Office, u I-Ministru
ghal Ghawdex |-Onorevoli Dr Justyne Caruana. Ghal dan I-avveniment attenda wkoll il-Viéi Prim
Ministru, u Ministru tas-Sahha |-Onorevoli Dr Chris Fearne.

Fid-diskors tal-bidu il-President tal-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex Joseph Borg, sahaq dwar I-
importanza tal-Att dwar in-Negozju ghal-Familja li gie fis-sehh fl-1 ta’ Jannar 2017. Hu qgal kif il-Kamra
tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex dejjem emmnet li I-introduzzjoni ta’ din it-tip ta’ legislazzjoni ghandha tghin
biex tissahhah I-istruttura ta’ kumpaniji Ghawdxin, dan ghax fGhawdex iktar minn Malta il-kumpaniji
huma relattivament zaghar u ghad ghandhom bazi familjari. Il-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex
dejjem kienet minn ta’ quddiem biex tippromwovi l-inc¢entivi u I-ghajnuniet marbuta ma’ din il-
legislazzjoni anki billi torganizza laqghat fug bazi individwali mal-Family Business Office.

Fl-intervent tieghu I-Onorevoli Dr Chris Fearne sahaq dwar |-importanza tan-negozji z-zaghar u tal-
familja u kif il-gvern huwa mpenijat li jghin lil dawn in-negozji biex ikomplu mexjin ‘il quddiem. Huwa
sahagq kemm huma mportanti n-negozji zaghar ghall-ekonomija nazzjonali, u kemm huwa mportanti i
dawn ikomplu mexjin ‘il quddiem billi jinghataw I-ghajnuna li huma jisthogqgilhom biex huma jkunu
jistghu jikkompetu ma’ azjendi kbar. Dan iwassal ghall-ekonomija iktar sostenibbli. Huwa fahhar I-
inizjattivi mehuda mill-Ministeru ghal Ghawdex f dan il-qasam u I-hidma kbira li ged issir mill-Ministeru
biex ikomplu jinholqu in¢entivi siewja biex titkattar I-ekonomija Ghawdxija.

Dr Joseph Gerada filwaqt li sahaq dwar I|-importanza tan-negozji tal-familja, qal kif wiehed milll-
oggettivi li ghandha I-Kummissjoni Ewropeja hi li jinholoq gafas regolatorju li jiffacilita t-trasferiment
tan-Negozji tal-Familja . Fil-parti I-kbira tad-dinja n-negozji tal-familja jifformaw bejn 70 u 95% tal-
entitajiet kollha kummerc¢jali. Hu gal kif hawn Malta 98% tan-negozji huma negozji zaghar jew med;i li
fil-maggur parti taghhom huma negozji tal-familja. Huwa ta taghrif dwar il-legislazzjoni u I-in¢entivi
ezistenti u sahaq dwar l-importanza li n-negozji tal-familja jkunu edukati u mgharrfa dwar dan kollu.
Huwa ghalaq l-intervent tieghu billi habbar li b’inizjattiva tal-Ministeru ghal Ghawdex se jinfetah
ufficcju tal-Family Business Office fi hdan l-istess Ministeru fejn se jkun hemm persuna mharrga li
tghin negozji Ghawdxin fl-aspetti kollha li ghandhom x’jagsmu mal-legislazzjoni tan-negozji tal-familja.

[I-Ministru ghal Ghawdex, I-Onorevoli Justyne Caruana, fl-intervent tal-gheluq galet kif il-ftuh ta’ dan |-
ufficéju huwa biss inizjattiva mill-hafna li diga ged jittiehdu biex |-ekonomija fGhawdex tkompli toktor.
Dawn jinkludu inizjattivi li se jkunu mhabbra biex tinéentiva kumpaniji ezistenti jirrelokaw ix-xoghol
taghhom f Ghawdex, inizjattivi biex jigi attirat xoghol mis-settur privat fil-qasam tal-back office, kif
ukoll inizjattivi biex jincentiva kumpaniji privati jaghtu t-telework. Dan minbarra I-incentivi diga
ezistenti bhal Gozo Employment Scheme u ghajnuniet ohra biex jghinu kumpaniji fil-gasam tal-
manifattura fit-trasport tal-materjal bejn Ghawdex u Malta. Hi galet ukoll kif il-Ministeru ghal Ghawdex
ged jahdem biex tigi ppublikata fpost wiehed I|-informazzjoni kollha dwar I-in¢entivil i ghandhom x’
jagsmu ma’ Ghawdex. L-Onorevoli Justyne Caruana galet ukoll kif il-Ministeru ghal Ghawdex huwa
one stop shop ghal diversi servizzi, u kif wiehed isib ukoll uffic¢jali ta’ entitajiet governattivi ohra bhal
Malta Enterprise u I-Malta Industrial Parks, u kif fil-gimghat li gejjin se jinfetah ukoll I-uffic¢ju tal-Malta
Financial Services Authority.
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Press Release issued by the Ministry for Gozo and the Gozo
Business Chamber: Initiatives in favour of Family Businesses

An information session on initiatives in favour of family businesses was held jointly between the
Family Business Office, the Ministry for Gozo, and the Gozo Business Chamber. During this session
there were a number of interventions including from the President of the Gozo Business Chamber
Joseph Borg, Dr Joseph Gerada, the Regulator of the Family Business Office, and the Minister for
Gozo, the Honourable Dr Justyne Caruana. This event was also attended by the Vice Prime Minister,
and Minister for Health, the Honourable Dr Chris Fearne.

In his initial address the President of the Gozo Business Chamber Joseph Borg stressed the
importance of the Family Business Act that came into force on 1st January 2017. He highlighted how
the Gozo Business Chamber always believed that the introduction of this type of legislation would
strengthen the structure of Gozitan business entities. This is because in Gozo, more than in Malta,
business entities are relatively small and family owned. The Gozo Business Chamber always
promoted the incentives related to this legislation, also by organising individual one-to-one meetings
with the Family Business Office.

In his intervention the Honourable Dr Chris Fearne stressed the importance of small enterprises which
are family owned, and how the government is committed to continue assisting these business entities
to progress. He highlighted their importance for the national economy, and the need to continue
providing them with the required assistance so that they are able to compete on a level playing field
with larger business entities. This leads to a more sustainable economy. He praised the initiatives
being taken by the Ministry for Gozo in this area, and the significant work being done by the Ministry
so that new initiatives targeting the Gozitan economy are formulated

Dr Joseph Gerada, while outlining the importance of family businesses, highlighted how one of the
objectives of the European Commission is to create a regulatory framework which facilitates the
transfer of family businesses. Family businesses make up around 70 to 95% of all commercial
entities. He said that 98% of businesses in Malta are small and medium enterprises, the majority of
which are family businesses. Dr Gerada provided an overview of the legislation and existing
incentives and stressed the importance of family businesses being educated in order to enhance their
knowledge of these areas. He finally announced that through an initiative being undertaken by the
Ministry for Gozo a branch of the Family Business Office will open in the Ministry for Gozo. A trained
person will be able to help Gozitan family businesses in all aspects of the family business legilsation.

The Minister for Gozo, the Honourable Justyne Caruana, in her closing speech highlighted how the
opening of a branch of the Family Business Office in Gozo, is only one of the initiatives being
undertaken to continue to enhance the Gozitan economy. These include also initiatives currently in
the pipeline to incentive companies to relocate to Gozo, initiatives to attract private companies’ back
office work to Gozo, and also initiatives to incetivise companies enabling them to provide teleworking
to Gozitan employees. This apart from other existing initiatives such as the Gozo Employment
Scheme, and the financial assistance provided to manufacturing concerns based in Gozo to transport
goods and raw materials between the two islands. She also highlighted how the Ministry for Gozo is
currently working to publish all the information on financial incentives related to Gozo in one place.
The Honourable Justyne Caruana remarked how the Ministry for Gozo is a one-stop-shop for a
number of services. One can also find representatives from Malta Enterpise and Malta Industrial
Parks at the Ministry for Gozo. In the coming weeks an office of the Malta Financial Services
Authority is also going to open in Gozo.



