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PR GBC07/2022 

Date: 30/09/2022 

Press Release: The Fast Ferry Service 
  

The Gozo Business Chamber notes with dissatisfaction the timetable issued today by the 

operators of the fast ferry service operating between the two islands.  Such a timetable 

defeats both the scope and the original purpose for which this service was introduced which 

is that of increasing Gozo’s accessibility, and thus tackling the deficiences faced by the 

Gozitans who live in Gozo, but have to work or study in Malta.  The frequency and the lack 

of advance notice by which the timetable is changed provides for lack of trust in the service. 

To this end the Chamber notes positively the Government’s statement that this service will 

be supported, thus recognising that this is essential for Gozitans.  Gozo must be treated as a 

distinct region with its difficulties.  This service is essential for Gozitans both at a societal and 

an economic level providing choice for persons to commute and travel easily between the 

two islands.  This is done out of necessity. 

To this end the European Commission should recognise the difficulties faced by Gozo as an 

island region and hopes that discussions between the Government and the Commission 

lead to a positive and rapid conclusion recognising Gozo’s disadvantages, and that 

accessibility is key for Gozo’s advancement. 
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Data: 30/09/2022 

Stqarrija għall-Istampa: Is-Servizz tal-Fast Ferry 

Il-Kamra tan-Negozju għal Għawdex tinnota b’diżappunt l-iskeda maħruġa llum mill-operaturi 

tal-fast ferry li joperaw bejn iż-żewġ gżejjer.  Din l-iskeda tmur kontra l-iskop oriġinal għala 

kien iddaħħal u maħsub dan is-servizz, jiġifieri li jżid l-aċċessibilta bejn Malta u Għawdex, u 

hekk jikkumbatti d-diffikultajiet li jaffaċċjaw l-Għawdxin li jaħdmu u jistudjaw f’Malta.  Il-

frekwenza u n-nuqqas ta’ perijodu ta’ avviż kif ġiet mibdula l-iskeda inaqqas il-fiduċja f’dan 

is-servizz. 

Il-Kamra għalhekk tinnota b’mod pożittiv l-istqarrija tal-Gvern li dan is-servizz se jkun 

appoġġjat finanzjarjament, u b’hekk jirrikonoxxi li dan hu servizz essenzjali għall-Għawdxin.  

Għawdex għandu jiġi trattat bħala reġjun distint bid-diffikultajiet tiegħu.  Dan hu servizz 

essenzjali għall-Għawdxin kemm fuq livell soċjali, kif ukoll ekonomiku għax jagħti għażla lill-

persuni biex filwaqt li joqogħdu Għawdex, jaħdmu u jivvjaġġjaw b’mod iktar faċli bejn iż-żewġ 

gżejjer.  Dan isir b’neċessita u mhux b’kapriċċ. 

Għalhekk il-Kummissjoni Ewropeja għandha tirrikonoxxi d-diffikultajiet ta’ Għawdex bħala 

gżira reġjun, u li l-aċċessibilta ta’ Għawdex hija kundizzjoni neċessarja biex Għawdex jimxi ‘il 

quddiem.  Għalhekk il-Kamra tittama li d-diskussjonijiet bejn il-Gvern u l-Kummissjoni jiġu 

konklużi b’mod pożittiv mill-iktar fiss possibli. 

============================================================================ 


