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Press Release: The Fast Ferry Service

The Gozo Business Chamber notes with dissatisfaction the timetable issued today by the
operators of the fast ferry service operating between the two islands. Such a timetable
defeats both the scope and the original purpose for which this service was introduced which
is that of increasing Gozo’s accessibility, and thus tackling the deficiences faced by the
Gozitans who live in Gozo, but have to work or study in Malta. The frequency and the lack
of advance notice by which the timetable is changed provides for lack of trust in the service.

To this end the Chamber notes positively the Government’s statement that this service will
be supported, thus recognising that this is essential for Gozitans. Gozo must be treated as a
distinct region with its difficulties. This service is essential for Gozitans both at a societal and
an economic level providing choice for persons to commute and travel easily between the
two islands. This is done out of necessity.

To this end the European Commission should recognise the difficulties faced by Gozo as an
island region and hopes that discussions between the Government and the Commission
lead to a positive and rapid conclusion recognising Gozo’'s disadvantages, and that
accessibility is key for Gozo’s advancement.

Incorporated by Public Deed on 20" December 1999

BOV

e Member of the Network of Insular Chambers of Commerce and Industry of the EU (Insuleur)

Member of the Observatory on Tourism for Islands Economy (OTIE)


mailto:info@gozobusinesschamber.org

Data: 30/09/2022

Stqarrija ghall-Istampa: Is-Servizz tal-Fast Ferry

Il-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex tinnota b’dizappunt I-iskeda mahruga llum mill-operaturi
tal-fast ferry li joperaw bejn iz-zewg gzejjer. Din l-iskeda tmur kontra l-iskop original ghala
kien iddahhal u mahsub dan is-servizz, jigifieri li jzid l-ac¢essibilta bejn Malta u Ghawdex, u
hekk jikkumbatti d-diffikultajiet li jaffaccjaw |-Ghawdxin li jahdmu u jistudjaw fMalta. |II-
frekwenza u n-nuqggas ta’ perijodu ta’ avviz kif giet mibdula I-iskeda inaqqas il-fidu¢ja fdan
is-servizz.

Il-Kkamra ghalhekk tinnota b’'mod pozittiv I-istqarrija tal-Gvern li dan is-servizz se jkun
appoggijat finanzjarjament, u b’hekk jirrikonoxxi li dan hu servizz essenzjali ghall-Ghawdxin.
Ghawdex ghandu jigi trattat bhala regjun distint bid-diffikultajiet tieghu. Dan hu servizz
essenzjali ghall-Ghawdxin kemm fuq livell socjali, kif ukoll ekonomiku ghax jaghti ghazla lill-
persuni biex filwaqt li jogoghdu Ghawdex, jahdmu u jivvjaggjaw b’mod iktar facli bejn iz-zewg
gzejjer. Dan isir b’necessita u mhux b’kapri¢¢.

Ghalhekk il-Kummissjoni Ewropeja ghandha tirrikonoxxi d-diffikultajiet ta’ Ghawdex bhala
gzira regjun, u li [-acc¢essibilta ta’ Ghawdex hija kundizzjoni ne¢essarja biex Ghawdex jimxi ‘il
guddiem. Ghalhekk il-Kamra tittama li d-diskussjonijiet bejn il-Gvern u I-Kummissjoni jigu
konkluzi b’mod pozittiv mill-iktar fiss possibli.




