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#ChooseToChallenge #IWD2021 
 
Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen! 
 
Thank you Daniel for introducing the first Webinar the Gozo Business Chamber is 
holding this year. Keeping true to a decision taken by the Council of the Gozo 
Business Chamber at the start of the COVID pandemic last year, we started this series 
of Webinars which we deemed should be open to all, members of the Chamber and 
friends, those who are near and those who are far away. We thought that this could 
be our small contribution in a sea of adverse weather that everyone was combatting. 
The ‘being-in-the-same-boat-feeling’ helps you fight the waves better, being in 
company gives you support, being together wins adversity.  
 
#ChooseToChallenge1 is the theme assigned to the International Women’s Day for 
this year. Not that challenge was ever missing, but in times of COVID challenge 

smacks you in the face. “From challenge comes change, so let's all choose to 

challenge”, continues the theme. But that is why, if we are wise enough, challenge 

will not destroy us, but on the other hand it brings out the best in us. Challenge turns 

adversity into opportunity. 

 

The times of COVID, are the days when women have come to the fore. In a statement 

issued by the European Commission on the 5 March 2021 ahead of International 

Women’s Day, it was stated that “The past year was a difficult one. The COVID-19 
pandemic has spared nobody, and was particularly challenging for women around 
the world. Doctors, nurses, teachers, shop assistants – jobs often held by women – 
have found themselves at the frontline of the pandemic. All this, while taking on 
greater responsibilities at home.”2 
 
This is the idea behind this webinar. Women have come to the fore, women are on 
the frontline. It is the place where they are now, it is the place where they should 
always be, it is the place where we want them to be. This is the message that the 

 
1 https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Theme 
2 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_890 
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Gozo Business Chamber, leading by example, wants to impart to all authorities, 
especially those on our small islands. Let us keep women in their rightful place, in 
business, in politics, in administration. Women have come to the fore. May they stay 
there. 


