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Nirringrazzja lill-dan il-Kumitat ghall-istedina li ghamiltulna bhala Kamra tan-Negozju
ghal Ghawdex illum. It-tema li gqed tigi diskussa hi dwar Fondi Ewropej u Ghajnuna
Statali. Ghalkemm bhala Kamra tan-Negozju se niffokaw fuq I-Ghajnuna Statali nixtieq
li fl-introduzzjoni naghmel kumment zghir fuq dawk li huma I-Fondi Ewropej.

ll-gimgha I-ohra nghatat I-ahbar tal-fondi Ewropej allokati ghall-pajjizna. Din hija ahbar
importanti, mehuda wkoll fil-kuntest li almenu ghaxra fil-mija tal-allokazzjoni f'dawk li
huma fondi relatati mal-politika ta’ Koezjoni u Agrikoltura se jigu allokati ghall-
Ghawdex.! Minbarra l-agrikoltura, li dejjem tibga’ settur importanti ghal Ghawdex,
wiehed ghandu jara li il-fondi, specjalment fejn tidhol il-politika ta’ Koezjoni, jghinu
biex tkompli tigi ddiversifikata |-ekonomija Ghawdxija. Kif iddiskutejna hawn u kif
hareg ukoll mir-rapport ta’ dan I-istess kumitat, huwa mportanti li nharsu lejn setturi
godda bhal green economy u d-digitalizzazjoni, biex I-ekonomija Ghawdxija ma tibgax
tiddependi mit-turizmu. Huwa mportanti |li naghmlu mill-ekonomija Ghawdxija,
wahda sostenibbli li tiggarantixxi gejjieni stabbli matul din il-mewga li lkoll kemm ahna
ged nesperjenzjaw. Issa iktar minn gatt gabel huwa I-mument fejn nistghu nattwaw
il-bidla li nixtiequ.

Ghajnuna Statali

Fir-rapport pprezentat minn dan l-istess Kumitat hareg li:
Ghawdex ghandu jigi trattat b’mod differenti. Dan jehtieg impetu u ezercizzju
holistiku biex tigi indirizzata I-isfida tal-istate aid fil-kuntest tal-htiega ta’
pakkett partikolari u specifiku biex jindirizza I-bzonnijiet ta’” Ghawdex?

Bhala Kamra dejjem tkellemna fug dan I-aspett, mhux biss fuq livell nazzjonali imma

wkoll fug livell Ewropew, I-iktar mill-fatt kif inhi strutturata bhalissa d-De Minimis. Fl-
ittra li bghatt bhala President tal-INSULEUR (Insular Chambers of Commerce of the
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European Union) fit-tmintax ta’ Gunju ta’ din is-sena, lill-Presidenti tal-kummissjoni
Ewropeja, tal-Parlament Ewropew, u tal-Kunsill tal-Ewropa shaqt kif:

INSULEUR seizes this momentum to reiterate the need for the implementation
of a specific strategy for EU islands with an appropriate policy/legislative
framework that encompasses a much needed territorial dimension at all
levels: European, national, and regional/ local.

Such a territorial dimension is also required in the EU State Aid Framework. An
urgent and immediate component of this framework should be a
differentiated, but permanent state aid regime for islands where insularity
would be recognized as a permanent feature affecting negatively, directly and
indirectly islands’ economies. This framework would ensure the sustainable
development of islands at pari passu with the mainland.3

Kopja ta’ din I|-ittra ged nipprezentaha f'dan il-kumitat. Dan Il-istess kuncett ergajt
irrepetejtu f'ittra li ntbaghtet lill-Prim Ministri rispettivi tal-pajjizi Ewropej fil-bidu
ta’Lulju.

Hafna mill-ghajnuniet li bhalissa jaghti I-Gvern fuq livell nazzjonali huma moghtija taht
il-framework tad-De Minimis jigifieri li I-ghajnuniet li jinghataw ma jistghux jagbzu I-
200,000 ewro fug medda ta’ tlett snin.

mahruga mill-Ministeru ghal Ghawdex u Malta Enterprise biex jghinu intraprizi
Ghawdxin. Madanakollu intrapriza bbazata f'Ghawdex dejjem ha tibga’ fi zvantagg.
Niehdu per ezempju |I-manifattura. II-Gvern jaghti ghajnuna imsejha I-Gozo Transport
Grant Scheme ghat-trasport bejn iz-zewg gzejjer. Filwaqt li dan hu benefi¢¢ju tajjeb
dan iffisser ukoll li kumpanija bbazata f’Ghawdex tkun uzat parti mill-fondi u jongsilha
[-limitu ta’ mitejn elf ewro minhabba din |-iskema. Dan ifisser |li kumpanija fil-
manifattura f'Ghawdex jongsilha |-kapacita li taghmel uzu minn skemi ohrajn li |-iskop
taghhom huma li jzidu I-kompetitivita taghha, u hekk tibga’ dejjem fi’ zvantagg meta
kkumparata ma’ kumpaniji bbazati f'Malta u fl-istess Unjoni Ewropeja.

Wiehed m’ghandux jinsa wkoll il-problema tad-definizzjoni ta’ single undertaking, fejn
meta ghandek numru ta’ kumpaniji taht I-istess grupp il-limitu ta’ 200,000 ewro
jintlahaq iktar malajr ghax dawn jitgiesu bhala kumpanija wahda. Dan ifisser li
kumpaniji Ghawdxin huma limitati sa fejn jistghu jespandu |-operat taghhom, ghax din
I-istess espansjoni tigi limitata minn dawk I-istess ghajnuniet li suppost jghinuhom.

3 Joseph Borg (2020), Letter to the President of the European Commission, President of the European Parliament,
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L-argument taghna hu li ghandu jkun hemm framework differenti ghall-gzejjer. Dan
minhabba li intraprizi li jinsabu fi gzejjer bhal Ghawdex ghandhom cost structure
differenti, fejn I-ispejjez taghhom huma ikbar. Dan ma japplikax biss ghall manifattura
imma ghas-setturi [-ohrajn kollha.

Din il-pandemija uriet l-importanza ta’ regim flessibli fl-istate aid, I-istess flessibilta li
ghaliha konna ilna nghajtu z-zmien. L-Ewropa, ghalhekk dahlet it-Temporary State Aid
Framework, li gholla I-limitu ghall-ghajnuna lill-intrapriza fejn iddahhlu strumenti
godda, ghalkemm id-De Minimis per se baga’ ma ntmessx. llI-Eurochambres, li
tirraprezenta il-Kkmamar tal-Kkummeré¢ madwar I-Ewropa, diga ged tishaq li I-limitu tad-
De Minimis ghandu jikber sa 500,000 ewro. Ahna qed nishqu li fuqg kull livell din il-
flessibilta ghandha tigi murija lill-gzejjer billi dawn ged jaffaccjaw sfidi ikbar.

Huwa ta’ pjacir ghalina li f’'dan il-kumitat se tigi pprezentata |-paper ikkummissjonata
mill-Kamra tan-Negozju ghal Ghawdex, lill Dr Gordon Cordina. Din kienet proposta
dwar tibdil fil-mod ta’kif tinghata |-ghajnuna statali taht il-framework tad-De Minimis
u li giet ipprezentata fil-Forum tal-INSULEUR f’Ottubru li ghadda. Inhalli ghalhekk lil Dr
Gordon Cordina biex jaghtikhom prezentazzjoni ta’ din il-paper. Kopja ta’ din il-paper
ged nipprezentaha lill-Kumitat tal-Kamra.




